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Hellraiser remake  
in the works

The 1980s horror 
flick Hellraiser is 
set for a remake 
with original direc-
tor Clive Barker on 
board.

The film, which tells the story of 
a mysterious puzzle box that unlocks 
a gateway to another dimension, will 
also include actor Doug Bradley – who 
played the antagonist ‘Pinhead’ in the 
original films. 

“The idea of my coming back to the 
original film [was to tell] the story 
with a fresh intensity. Honouring the 
structure and the designs from the first 
incarnation, but hopefully creating an 
even darker and richer film,” Barker said.

Tom Hardy to portray 
Elton John

With a shooting 
schedule that be-
gins in early 2014, 
Rocketman ,  the 
long-awaited biopic 
on Elton John, has 
finally found their leading man.

British actor Tom Hardy (The Dark 
Knight Rises; Bronson) will play Sir 
Elton on the big screen as Rocketman is 
expected to arrive in cinemas by 2015.

“Tom is a stellar talent who will 
add extraordinary depth and nuance in 
bringing Elton’s story to life,” producer 
Steve Hamilton Shaw said.

John Belushi film biopic 
finds its lead actor 

A film about the late co-
median John Belushi will 
star Emile Hirsch in the 
title role.

It is not yet known 
whether the slender Hirsch (Lords of 
Dogtown; Into the Wild) will put on 
weight for the role or wear prosthet-
ics. The yet-to-be-titled film will be 
written and directed by Steve Conrad 
and produced by Belushi’s widow, Judy 
Belushi Pisano. 

Belushi (Blues Brothers; Animal 
House) died in 1982 at the age of 33 
from a drug overdose.
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Film Weekend 
gross Gross

1 Bad Grandpa $32M  $32M

2 Gravity $20.3M  $200M

3 Captain Phillips $11.8M  $70.1M

4 The Counselor $8M  $8M

5 Cloudy with a Chance of 
Meatballs 2 $6.1M  $101M

6 Carrie $5.9M $26M 

7 Escape Plan $4.34M  $17.4M 

8 12 Years a Slave $2.15M  $3.41M

9 Enough Said $1.55M  $13M 

10 Prisoners $1.06M  $59.1M

US BOX OFFICE TOP 10 

As some movies and movie times 
change every Thursday morning, 
after The Phuket News has gone to 
press, the accuracy of the following 
information cannot be guaranteed. 
For up-to-date information, visit  
sfcinemacity.com, or call the 
cinemas directly: SFX Coli-
seum Phuket 076-209-
000 and SFC Jungceylon 
Phuket 076-600-555.

SFX Coliseum Phuket (Central Festival) SFC Jungceylon Phuket (Patong)
About Time (E/G) 17:20, 22:20
Escape Plan (E) 11:45, 14:10, 16:35, 19:00, 21:25
Escape Plan (E/G) 12:45, 15:10, 20:00
Planes (E/3D) 11:15, 13:20, 15:25, 17:30, 19:35, 21:40
Tom Yum Kung 2 (T/3D) 12:00, 14:15, 16:30, 18:45, 21:00
Tom Yum Kung 2 (T) 11:00, 12:35, 13:00, 14:50, 15:15, 17:05, 19:20, 19:45, 21:35 
Tom Yum Kung 2 (T) 11:30, 13:30, 15:45, 18:00, 20:15, 22:30
Vikingdom 3D (E/3D) 17:30, 22:00

About Time (E) 17:00, 21:50
Escape Plan (E) 12:10, 14:30, 16:50, 19:10, 21:30
Gravity (E/3D) 21:50
Planes (E/3D) 11:50, 13:50, 15:50, 17:50, 19:50
Tom Yum Kung 2 (T/3D) 12:40 ,14:50, 17:00, 19:10, 21:20
Tom Yum Kung 2(T) 11:30, 13:40, 15:50, 18:00, 20:10, 22:20
Vikingdom 3D (E/3D) 12:00, 14:30, 19:30

Director:
Klay Hall
Starring:
Dane Cook, Priyanka 
Chopra, Brad Garrett, 
Teri Hatcher, Julia 
Louis-Dreyfus, Sinbad, 
and Stacey Keach.
Running time:
92 minutes

Planes

Planes 
was set 
to be 

released only for 
home purchase be-
fore Disney execu-
tives changed their 
minds based on im-
pressive completed 
sequences during 
production

T
he film’s tagline “A 
world above Cars” is a 
bit misleading and in 
a good way. 

The movie takes 
place in the same 
universe as Cars, 
but doesn’t cheapen 

the story by adding gratuitous 
cameos by any of the charac-
ters from those other popular 
vehicular films. 

Instead, Planes chooses 
to be its own thing and even 
touches on the world of talking 
boats, something audiences are 
sure to see more of in the future (though you 
do have to wonder where this stops: Trains! 
Helicopters! Tuk-Tuks!).

Audiences might be mistaken for thinking 
Planes is a Pixar film, but visually it’s clearly 
not. Pixar’s high standards would have made 
Planes a contender for an Academy Award. 

No, this creation is actually by Disney-
Toon Studios, a straight-to-DVD outfit of the 
Mickey Mouse company’s empire that usually 
releases sub-par kids films that bored par-
ents use as an ambient substitute. 

Planes was set to be released only for home 
purchase before Disney executives changed 
their minds based on impressive completed 
sequences during production. It makes Planes 
the first DisneyToon Studios film to receive a 
theatrical release since 2005.

Though Pixar could have made this movie 
better, Planes doesn’t overly disappoint. The 
film is simple and entertaining, just what it 
needs to be, and has the added value of sur-
passing expectations with, at times, an unex-
pected level of emotion.

Dusty Crophopper (Dane Cook) is a crop 
dusting plane that dreams of being a racing 
aircraft. When he becomes a participant in a 
famous round-the-world race against some of 
the fastest and strongest planes in the world, 
Dusty has to pull out all the stops, overcome 

his fear of flying (there’s the catch!), and find 
it within himself to take the chequered flag 
without crashing.

The underdog has to overcome insur-
mountable odds to fulfil his dream –  what a 
refreshing movie idea! Planes joins the ranks 
of Invictus, the Rocky films, and every sports 
movie ever made with this story. The formula 
is tried and true though, and is always a good 
lesson for kids, especially when humour can 
be used to drive the message home. 

With that said, the film can be slightly 
racist in its depiction of certain ethnicities 
and destinations, namely India and Mexico. 
Relying on cheap exaggerations that have 
been repeatedly done before may give chil-
dren misleading impressions. It’s a small 
world, after all.

The voices of the film include Julia Louis-
Dreyfus, John Cleese, Stacy Keach, and 
even comedian Sinbad. Keach’s ‘portrayal’ 
of a navy war plane that mentors the young 
Dusty is the highlight of the movie. His back 
story was treated as if it were an adult film, 
and provides an emotional crutch to a film 
that would be forgettable for most.

Overall, Planes’ simple story and lack of 
originality will make it difficult to separate 
from any other straight-to-DVD animated 
release – which is exactly what the film was 
meant to be in the first place.

Flying below the radar


