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Starring: 
Paul Walker, David 
Belle, and Robert ‘RZA’ 
Diggs
Director: Camille 
Delamarre
Running time: 
90 minutes

Action 
films 
should 

be entertaining and 
easy-to-follow, Brick 
Mansions is neither 
of those things. 
Yes, there are a few 
good scenes, but 
none that make it 
worth the price of 
admission

Film Weekend Gross

1 The Other Woman $24.7M $24.7M

2 Captain America: 
The Winter Soldier $16M $224.9M

3 Heaven Is for Real $13.8M $51.9M

4 Rio 2 $13.6M $96.2M

5 Brick Mansions $9.6M $9.6M

6 Transcendence $4.1M $18.5M

7 The Quiet Ones $4M $4M

8 Bears $3.6M $11.2M

9 Divergent $3.6M $139.5M

10 A Haunted House 2 $3.3M $14.2M

US BOX OFFICE TOP 10 

 As some movies and movie times 
change every Thursday morning, 
after The Phuket News has gone to 
press, the accuracy of the following 
information cannot be guaranteed. 
For up-to-date information, visit  
sfcinemacity.com, or call the 
cinemas directly: SFX Coli-
seum Phuket 076-209-
000 and SFC Jungceylon 
Phuket 076-600-555.

SFX Coliseum Phuket (Central Festival) SFC Jungceylon Phuket (Patong)
Brick Mansions (E) 15:20, 19:50
Brick Mansions (G/E) 12:50, 14:50, 16:50, 18:50, 20:50
Brick Mansions (T) 12:20, 14:20, 16:20, 18:20, 20:20, 22:20
Captain America: The Winter Solider (E) 12:30, 18:20
Need for Speed (E) 11:20, 13:50, 16:40, 19:30, 22:20
Noah (3D/T) 19:30
Noah (E) 15:30, 21:20
The Railway Man (E) 12:50, 17:20, 21:50
Rio 2 (3D/E) 12:00, 14:15
Transcendence (E) 11:50, 16:50, 21:50

Brick Mansions (E) 12:50, 14:50, 16:50, 18:50, 21:30
Captain America: The Winter Soldier (E) 14:30, 18:00
Need for Speed (E) 12:40, 15:40, 18:40, 21:40
Noah (3D/E) 14:35, 19:40, 22:25
The Railway Man (E) 12:00, 15:30, 20:00, 22:30
Rio 2 (3D/E) 12:20, 17:20
Transcendence (E) 13:00, 17:30, 21:00

Kevin Smith 
presents the 
‘Anti-Claus’
The film world 
is abuzz with 
the news that 

director Kevin Smith is planning to 
make a Christmas-themed horror film 
with the working title Anti-Claus.

Smith has already signed-on Justin 
Long, Haley Joel Osment, Genesis Ro-
driguez, and Michael Parks for the film. 
The story will revolve around a devil-like 
creature known as the Krampus who eats 
naughty children during the holidays.

“In Anti-Claus, we leave Santa alone 
and creep with the Krampus through 
twisted tales of holly-jolly murder,” 
Smith said.

S n y d e r 
to direct 
J u s t i c e 
League
Fresh off directing both Superman films, 
Zack Snyder will be leading the charge for 
the Justice League film that will include 
Wonder Woman, Batman, Superman, 
Aquaman and other superheros. 

Rumours are swirling that Matt 
Damon and Jason Momoa have been 
approached to play Aquaman. The film 
is still in-development and Warner Bros. 
are expecting a 2018 release.

Snyder is currently directing the su-
perhero-action film Superman Vs Batman, 
starring Henry Cavill and Ben Affleck. 

Historical epic for 
director Emmerich
Director Roland Em-
merich has signed-on 
to direct the John Coe 
Robbins’ novel Maya 
Lord after he finished 
production on the 1960s gay right drama 
Stonewall. 

Maya Lord tells the true story of 
Gonzalo Guerrero, a Spanish shiphand 
who in 1511 found himself washed ashore 
in the New World. He was captured by 
a Mayan tribe and became one of them. 
When an invading force led by Hernan 
Cortes showed up, Guerrero became a 
warlord to defend his adopted people.

IN BRIEF

Film in freefall
I 

was excited to see Brick 
Mansions, since it was 
a remake of one of my 
favourite action films of 
the last 10 years – the 
2004 French movie Dis-
trict B13.

With an almost 
entirely new cast (the excep-
tion is David Belle), the new 
adaptation trades Paris for 
Detroit, and a neutron bomb 
for an incredible rocket. The 
rest of the film is exactly the 
same, so why then is Brick 
Mansions so terrible?

The film takes place in a 
dystopian Detroit (which, let’s 
admit, is not so different from present-day 
Detroit) as a collection of abandoned brick 
mansions are controlled by the most danger-
ous criminal in the city, Tremaine Alexander 
(aka Robert ‘RZA’ Diggs from the Wu-Tang 
Clan). 

Tremaine is bent on destroying the city 
with a large rocket and it’s up to undercover 
cop Damien Collier (Paul Walker) and ex-
convict Lino Dupee (David Belle) to stop him.

Both protagonists have their own reasons 
to take down Tremaine, as Collier wants 
to avenge his father’s death while Dupree 
wants to recover his kidnapped girlfriend 
Lola. 

The original film served as a showcase 
for parkour, a training discipline that is used 
mostly in urban settings and sees practitio-
ners get from one-point to another through a 
series of flips, jumps, rolls, and other move-
ments (for a good example, watch the open-
ing sequence of 2006’s Casino Royale).

While Belle, the founder of parkour, re-
prises his role as a hoodlum who is an expert 

Brick Mansions

at moving around the immediate landscape, 
his limited English skills deprive him of the 
small amounts of depth his character needs 
in this action film.

Also, while Belle’s movements are breath-
taking, the film’s choppy editing and confus-
ing camera angles make it difficult to keep 
up with the action, meaning many of his 
amazing moves aren’t fully appreciated.

Action films should be entertaining and 
easy-to-follow, Brick Mansions is neither 
of those things. Yes, there are a few good 
scenes, but none that make it worth the price 
of admission. 

Can we also stop putting the RZA in mov-
ies? The legendary hip-hop producer clearly 
has trouble pronouncing words that include 
the letter “L” – his thick New York accent 
takes audiences out of the film. He’s simply 
not believable as an icy, dangerous killer, 
even with all his brooding.

As a fan of District B-13, I’m offended that 
this was put into theatres. In fact, this re-
make needs a remake.


