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Starring: 
Wanchana Sawatdee,
Taksaorn Paksucharern. 
Chatchai Plengpanich, 
Intira Jaroenpura, 
Jakkrit Amarat, and 
Napatkorn Mitr-em
Director:
HSH Prince 
Chatrichalerm Yukol
Running time:
133 minutes

For the 
uniniti-
ated, 

however, the story 
of this sequel works 
as a standalone 
film, as Nanda Ba-
yin and his son are 
clearly The Joker 
and Two-Face to 
Naresuan’s Batman

Film Weekend Gross

1 Maleficent $70M $70M

2 X-Men: Days of Future Past $32.6M $162.1M

3 A Million Ways  
to Die in the West $17.1M $17.1M

4 Godzilla $12.2M $174.7M

5 Blended $8.4M $29.6M

6 Bad Neighbours $7.7M $128.6M

7 The Amazing Spider-Man 2 $3.8M $192.7M

8 Million Dollar Arm $3.7M $28.1M

9 Chef $2M $6.9M

10 The Other Woman $1.4M $81.1M

US BOX OFFICE TOP 10 

 As some movies and movie times 
change every Thursday morning, 
after The Phuket News has gone to 
press, the accuracy of the following 
information cannot be guaranteed. 
For up-to-date information, visit  
sfcinemacity.com, or call the 
cinemas directly: SFX Coli-
seum Phuket 076-209-
000 and SFC Jungceylon 
Phuket 076-600-555.

SFX Coliseum Phuket (Central Festival) SFC Jungceylon Phuket (Patong)
Bad Neighbours (E) 21:30
Godzilla (T) 15:10, 20:25
King Naresuan 5 (T/E sub) 12:00, 12:30, 13:00, 13:40, 14:10, 15:45, 16:20, 16:50,
 17:20, 17:50, 18:30, 19:00, 19:30, 21:15
X-Men: Days of Future Past (E) 14:40, 20:00
X-Men: Days of Future Past (G) 12:45, 15:30, 18:15, 21:00
X-Men: Days of Future Past (T) 13:55, 16:45, 19:30

Bad Neighbours (E) 12:30, 14:40, 16:50, 19:00, 21:10

Draft Day (E) 13:00, 18:20

Godzilla (E) 15:40, 20:40

King Naresuan 5 (T/E sub) 14:20, 16:00, 17:00, 18:45, 19:40, 22:15

X-Men: Days of Future Past (E) 12:30, 13:20, 15:15, 18:00, 20:45, 21:25

R-Pat, De Niro 
team up for flick
French director Ol-
ivier Assayas is set 
to direct both Robert 
Pattinson and Robert 
De Niro in Idol’s Eye.

The film, which 
also stars Rachel 

Weisz, is based on a 2007 Playboy 
article that told the story of a group of 
thieves who mistakenly robbed a pawn 
shop owned by Chicago mafia boss Tony 
Accardo. 

Billed as a “sophisticated heist/action 
thriller”, Idol’s Eye does not have a set 
release date yet.

World War Z 
sequel in  
the works
While Juan An-
tonio Bayona 
has already been tapped to direct the 
sequel to 2013’s World War Z, the film 
finally has a screenwriter attached.

Steven Knight, who wrote and di-
rected the 2013 hit Locke and the 
Academy Award-nominated film Eastern 
Promises, will pen the script. Though 
the film was based on the 2006 novel, 
the storyline established its own plot 
with few similarities. 

Knight will continue the storyline 
that the film established, though it is 
unknown how much of the novel’s plot 
he will incorporate.
.

Tarantino will  
still shoot 
Hateful Eight
T h e  Hat e f u l 
Eight, the new 
film written by 
Quentin Tarantino, will go into produc-
tion in November 2014.

The film’s plot revolves around a 
band of stagecoach passengers stranded 
during a blizzard in post Civil War 
America. The cast list includes Bruce 
Dern, Michael Madsen, Kurt Russell, 
Amber Tamblyn, and Samuel L. Jackson.

The news comes as a surprise to 
many after Tarantino had publicly quit 
production on the film after the script 
leaked back in January. 

IN BRIEF

KING NARESUAN 5

J.P. Mestanza
editor2@classactmedia.co.th

FILM REVIEW

I
t’s not often that a Thai film piques my 
curiosity, but King Naresuan 5 did more 
than that. 

It’s not just because it is an action 
flick based on historical events. What’s 
really interesting is that King Nare-
suan’s story – particularly in regards 
to the specific events that occur in this, 

the fifth film in the franchise – is ultimately 
a revenge tale, and I’m a real sucker for re-
venge tales...

Going into the movie, I knew very little 
about King Naresuan and the epic tale of the 
elephant battle that secured victory for Siam 
back in 1594. The battle is held in such high-
regard by Thai people that Royal Thai Armed 
Forces Day is celebrated on January 18 to 
commemorate the event.

The story of King Naresuan has been told 
in the previous four films, including how he 
was taken as a child hostage by the Burmese 
King Bayinnaung, and then – after being 
released – led a campaign against Bayin-
naung’s successor, Nanda Bayin, to declare 
Ayutthaya a sovereign state.

King Naresuan 5 takes place over a period 
of several years, as Nanda Bayin’s forces sur-
round Ayutthaya. King Naresuan (then a 
prince), a keen military tactician, attacks the 
Burmese troops and gravely wounds Nanda 
Bayin. Later, we eventually see Nanda Bay-
in’s son, Prince Minchit Sra, gradually inch 
towards warring with King Naresuan, to 
avenge his father’s death.

Meanwhile, the Thai royal accumulates 
power within his kingdom as a cast of side 
characters help give the story a bit more 
flesh. Some of these personalities include 

childhood friends, a mute elephant keeper, 
and a military-minded monk. Things es-
calate when Nanda Bayin begins abusing 
Naresuan’s sister, Supankulayanee, who was 
traded as a hostage for the release of Nare-
suan years earlier. 

For the uninitiated, however, the story of 
this particular movie works as a standalone 
film, as Nanda Bayin and his vice-royal son 
are clearly The Joker and Two-Face to Na-
resuan’s Batman. The tale culminates in an 
epic clash of warring elephants, which is fore-
shadowed in the beginning of the movie.

If we do have one quibble, considering 
that the film is one of the most expensive 
Thai productions ever made, and several as-
sistants from The Hobbit were on staff, the 
effects could have been better. Several times, 
the battles scenes suffer from unrealistic 
backgrounds and over-used CGI (computer-
generated imagery). The aforementioned el-
ephant battle at the end, while epic in scope, 
was a missed opportunity for the film to 
redeem itself and put the action back into a 
believable and satisfying place. 

That said, many of the scenes are bril-
liantly acted and hit the right notes, namely 
the showcase of evil that takes place in Bur-
ma and most of the non-CGI battle scenes. 
Ultimately, as well as being a fascinating 
slice of history, King Naresuan 5 is a moving 
story that needed to be told and heard. 

Battling the Burmese


