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Cameras to roll on 
Zoolander 2 
Everyone’s favourite 
male model, Derek 
Zoolander, is coming 
back to the big screen 
as production on Zool-

ander 2 is set to take place in Rome later 
this year. 

Ben Stiller and Owen Wilson have 
signed-on to the sequeal, along with 
Christine Taylor, Will Ferrell and the 
addition of Penelope Cruz. Stiller, who 
directed the first film was originally 
slated to lead this production as well 
though it is rumoured that Paramound 
Pictures is looking for a new director.

The film is slated for a 2016 release. 

Chris Pratt and 
J-Law to unite?
Chris Pratt and Jen-
nifer Lawrence are 
in talks to star in 
sci-fi thriller Passen-
gers, which already 
has The Imitation 

Game’s Morten Tyldum set to direct.
The film tells the story of a group of 

human colonists who are transported 
to a distant planet when one of them is 
awakened from their slumber 90 years 
before anyone else. The film is written 
by John Spaihts (Doctor Strange; Pro-
metheus) who first came out with the 
script back in 2010.

Both Lawrence and Pratt will have 
to find time from their busy schedules, 
as Pratt is set to work on Guardians of 
the Galaxy 2 and The Magnificent Seven 
while Lawrence shoots Joy and X-Men: 
Apocalypse.

Bad Neighbours 2 in the works
After a successful run at the box office 
last year, both Seth Rogen and Zach Efron 
have signed on to film Bad Neighbours 2.

The story will centre around a soror-
ity that moves into the vacant frat house 
next to Mac (Rogen) and Kelly’s (Rose 
Byrne) home. The couple then recruit 
Teddy (Efron) and his old frat brother 
to fight back. The film is scripted by the 
same writers of the original, Andrew Jay 
Cohen and Brendan O’Brien.

The film is scheduled to be released 
May 13, 2016. 

IN BRIEF

Film Weekend Gross

1 The Sponge Bob Movie: Sponge 
Out of Water $55.37M $55.37M

2 American Sniper $23.29M $281.39M

3 Jupiter Ascending $18.37M $18.37M

4 Seventh Son $7.22M $7.22M

5 Project Almanac $5.23M $15.66M

6 Paddington $5.22M $57.12M

7 The Wedding Ringer $4.72M $55.00M

8 The Imitation Game $4.69M $74.55M

9 Black or White $4.54M $13.14M

10 The Boy Next Door $4.11M $30.86M

US BOX OFFICE TOP 10 

Out: The Hobbit: Battle of the Five Armies, Seventh Son

NEW MOVIES 
THIS WEEK...

H
ere are this week’s 
coming attractions 
for SFX Coliseum 
Cinema (Central 

Festival) and SF Cinema 
City Jungceylon (Patong). 

For up-to-date movie 
times and tickets, visit 
booking.sfcinemacity.
com.

KINGSMAN: THE SECRET SERVICE
Running time: 127 minutes Rated: PG-13
A  spy  or -
ganisation 
recruits an 
unref ined, 
but promis-
ing  st reet 
kid into the 
agency’s ul-
tra-competi-
tive training programme just as a global threat 
emerges from a twisted tech genius. Starring 
Colin Firth and Taron Egerton. (Based on the 
comic book of the same name).

FIFTY SHADES OF GREY
Running time: 133 minutes  Rated: R
Literature student Anas-
tasia Steele’s life changes 
forever when she meets 
handsome, yet tormented, 
billionaire Christian Grey 
in this erotic romantic 
drama. (Based on the book 
of the same name.)

Also playing:  Jupiter As-
cending; The Imitation 
Game; Tracers; Single Lady 
(Thai)

S
pecial effects can’t make up for a 
messy story.

While the visuals are consistently 
stunning in Jupiter Ascending, espe-
cially during the action sequences, 
it’s difficult to follow exactly who and 
what is going on. Carried by fast-
moving aircrafts and jet-powered 

skate boots, the film is ultimately a beautiful 
mess.

But this is Jupiter Ascending and it 
doesn’t care how much focus it lacks or where 
the story goes. The film tries to become a bit 
of everything: Brazil and Cloud Atlas but 
with a side of Blade Runner and a hint of The 
Matrix. Yes, the Wachowski’s bring a “wow” 
factor that is hard to beat, though the story 
needs a fresh coat of clarity and consistency. 

Mila Kunis plays Jupiter Jones, a Russian 
emigre who cleans toilets for a living with 
her mother and aunt. While trying to make 
some extra cash on the operating table, she 
is rescued from certain death by Caine Wise 
(Channing Tatum), a half-dog, half-human 
former legionaire turned bounty hunter. This 
won’t be Jupiter’s first time getting saved. 

For the rest of the film, Jupiter learns 
that she’s a player in an intergalactic family 
squabble in which three siblings – Balem, 
Titus and Kalique of the House of Abrasax 
– fight over earth, one of the most universe’s 
most prized possessions. At various points, 
we see Jupiter dealing with intergalactic 
bureacrats, running away from explosions 

Starring: 
Mila Kunis, Channing 
Tatum, Eddie Redmayne, 
Tupper Middleton, 
Douglass Booth and 
Sean Bean.

DIRECTOR:  
Lana and Andy 
Wachowski 

RUNNING TIME:
127 minutes

In the 
end, the 
audience 

is left with a shiny 
film that lacks depth 
but has the char-
acters, setting and 
visuals to become a 
winner.
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and even fall in love while wrapping her head 
around her potential royal roots. 

Within the first third of the film, we meet 
Stinger Apini (Sean Bean), whose banter 
with Wise provides much of the highlights 
of the film. The history between these two 
characters is what ultimately drives the story 
forwards through the thick mud of lethar-
gic plot points. The Wachowski’s created a 
world full of interesting storylines, it’s just 
a shame that they chose Jupiter Jones’ over 
Stinger and Wise’s history. The film picks up 
everytime both of them are on screen sharing 
tidbits of a past that is far too interesting to 
gloss over. 

In addition, there’s a lot going on with the 
alien royal family: Eddie Redmayne plays 
an older brother who is withering away and 
serves as the main antagonist. Meanwhile 
his two siblings are charmers who treat Ju-
piter as one of their own – but everyone has a 
dark side. 

Kunis plays Jupiter as a gullible and naïve 
“damsel in distress” for much of the film and 
each sibling taps into that sense to get what 
they “seemingly” want. That’s when a certain 
character is cue’d in to save the day, rinse 
and repeat. In the end, the audience is left 
with a shiny film that lacks depth but has the 
characters, setting and visuals to become a 
winner. But it’s about the story, Lebowski.

Given the Wachowski’s penchant for sci-fi 
world-building and grandeur, it wouldn’t be 
a surprise to see Jupiter Ascending 2 in the-
aters sooner than later. Hopefully it would go 
light on the Jupiter (Jones).

A mix-up


