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Starring:  
Liam Neeson, Julianne 
Moore, Michelle 
Dockery, Scoot 
McNairy, Nate Parker, 
Lupita Nyongo’o, Jason 
Butler Harner, Anson 
Mount, and John 
Ottman
Director:  
Jaume Collet-Serra
Running time:  
110 minutes

The 
story is 
setup so 

well and in such a 
manner that the 
audience will feel 
betrayed, manipu-
lated and grateful by 
the time the credits 
roll. It’s a story that 
is original, a little 
wild, but exciting and 
that’s almost all you 
can ask for

Star Wars VII 
details revealed
The upcoming 
Star Wars: Epi-
sode VII film, set 
for a December 2015 release, will be 
set 30 years after the events of Return 
of the Jedi, producers have confirmed.

The new film will also feature three 
new young leads, though auditions are 
still taking place. Rumours of Lupita 
N’Yongo (12 Years A Slave) and John 
Boyega (Attack the Block) joining the 
cast are premature, producers have said, 
though they were offered the chance to 
audition.

Production on the reboot will take 
place this May.

Travolta joins Ethan 
Hawke horror flick
With Ti West (House 
of the Devil) in the 
director’s chair, the 
horror-western flick 
In a Valley of Vio-

lence will see both Ethan Hawke and 
John Travolta on the same screen.

Though few details about the plot 
have been released, In A Valley of Vio-
lence takes place in the 1980s. So far, 
producers have confirmed that Hawke 
will place a bounty hounter with Travolta 
as the villain.

No production date has been set yet.

Coppola confirmed 
for upcoming live-
action version of 
Little Mermaid
The upcoming live-
action Little Mermaid 
film will be directed 

by one of the members of Hollywood’s 
royal family in Sofia Coppola. 

The daughter of Godfather and 
Apocalypse Now director Francis Ford 
Coppola, Sofia takes over the project 
from Joe Wright (Pan). 

Screenwriter Caroline Thompson, 
a frequent Tim Burton collaborator, 
will pen the script based off of Hans 
Christian Andersen’s famous fairy tale.

IN BRIEF

Film Weekend Gross

1 Divergent $56M $56M

2 Muppets Most Wanted $16.5M $16.5M

3 Mr. Peabody & Sherman $11.7M $81M

4 300: Rise of an Empire $8.7M $93.8M

5 God’s Not Dead $8.6M $8.6M

6 Need for Speed $7.8M $30.4M

7 The Grand Budapest Hotel $6.8M $13M

8 Non-Stop $6.3M $78.6M

9 The Lego Movie $4.1M $243.4M

10 The Single Moms Club $3.1M $12.9M

US BOX OFFICE TOP 10 

 As some movies and movie times 
change every Thursday morning, 
after The Phuket News has gone to 
press, the accuracy of the following 
information cannot be guaranteed. 
For up-to-date information, visit  
sfcinemacity.com, or call the 
cinemas directly: SFX Coli-
seum Phuket 076-209-
000 and SFC Jungceylon 
Phuket 076-600-555.

SFX Coliseum Phuket (Central Festival) SFC Jungceylon Phuket (Patong)
300: Rise of an Empire (T) 18:00, 22:20
Divergent (E) 15:20, 18:10, 21:00
Divergent (G/E) 13:00, 15:50, 18:40, 21:30
Divergent (T) 13:50, 16:40, 19:30, 22:20
Khid Thueng Wittaya (T) 10:50, 12:00, 13:10, 14:20, 15:30, 16:40, 19:00, 21:30, 22:30
The Lego Movie (3D/E) 11:20, 15:55, 20:10
Non-Stop (E) 13:25, 15:40, 18:00, 20:20, 22:35
Tur Khao Rao Phee (T) 11:10

300: Rise of an Empire (3D/E) 12:50, 17:20, 19:35, 21:50
Delivery Man (E) 19:20, 21:40
Divergent (E) 12:30, 15:30, 18:30, 21:30
Khid Thueng Wittaya (T) 12:00, 14:20, 16:40, 19:00, 21:20
The Lego Movie (3D/E) 12:35, 14:50, 17:05
Non-Stop (3D/E) 12:40, 15:00, 17:25, 19:45, 22:05
Vampire Academy (E) 15:05

N
on-Stop was very close to becoming 
one of our most intense, enjoyable 
rides so far this year. But before 
we get into the meat of things, a 
little food metaphor.

If this movie were a dinner, the 
main course would be prime rib, 
with a tender juicy centre that is 

ever so slightly undercooked. There, we’ve 
said our piece – now back to the review.

Non-Stop has a great premise that plays 
on fears of flying. It stars late-in-life action 
star Liam Neeson as Bill Marks, a US Air 
Marshall who – lo’ and behold – also has a 
slight fear of being airborne.

While on the plane, Marks receives texts 
on his cellphone, which is on a secure net-
work, threatening to kill one person every 20 
minutes if US$150 million is not transferred 
into a specified bank account. 

While Marks follows protocol and tries 
to find out the truth, he is led along a string 
of coincidences and scenarios that start to 
paint him as the hijacker of the plane. In 
fact, the bank account is in his name.

For the whole time, the plane is not only 
in the air, but flying over the middle of the 

Bumpy 
ride

Atlantic Ocean en route from the US to Eu-
rope, setting the stage for some high-stakes, 
claustrophobic drama.

In a slow, but tense setup, the audience 
has to piece together the mystery of not 
only who is actually hijacking the plane, but 
whether they are even on it in the first place.

Going into the film, audiences will be 
skeptical of seeing yet another action flick 
starring Neeson – is this just going to be 
another excuse for him to beat up/outwit the 
bad guys a la the Taken series? 

At first, it may seem that it’s headed 
that way, but the story is setup so well and 
in such a manner that the audience will 
feel betrayed, manipulated and grateful by 
the time the credits roll. It’s a movie that is 
original, a little wild, but exciting and that’s 
almost all you can ask for.

We say almost, as the film does start to 
fall apart at the seams as it enters the final 
act, as if director Jaume Collet-Serra – per-
haps inevitably given its title – just could not 
think of a way to finish Non-Stop.

That critique aside though, we’ll give 
Non-Stop the ultimate credit – it left us hun-
gry for more.

Non-Stop


