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No rest for rally guru
T

he itch of motorsport and or-
ganising races has been dif-
ficult for Jum Ali Khan not to 
scratch.

Even in retirement and ap-
proaching his 80th birthday, 
the Brit is still excited to talk 
about his first love: off-road 

rallying.
“I suppose it is something that has 

been with me since birth,” Jum says 
of his beloved sport, which took him to 
places such as Argentina, Morocco, Tu-
nisia, Iceland, and more.

Jum’s grandfather opened a Ford car 
dealership in 1915 in southern England. 
Ali Khan took up the family business, 
but all the while squeezed time to com-
pete in off-road rallies. It wasn’t until 
1973, at a race on the Isle of Man in 
which he crashed and broke his arm, 
that he finally stopped competing.

Still, he stayed involved in rallying 
by helping sponsor Prince Michael of 
Kent, cousin of Queen Elizabeth of Eng-
land, for over two years.

In 1986 Jum moved to Dubai and be-
came involved in desert rallying, a very 
different animal. “The cars are much 
slower because it’s quite difficult to move 
in the sand,” he says.

2005, just a week after the Asian Tsu-
nami had claimed thousands of lives.

“It was just an unfortunate coinci-
dence,” he says, “I volunteered with the 
British embassy to be a driver and had 
to pick up officials who were helping out 
with the recovery, taking them to places 
around the island.”

He remembers a moment when he 
picked up a group of Australians who 
were there to identify the many dead 
bodies at a temple about two hours 
north of Phuket.

“They used trailers with refrigera-
tors as a temporary morgue. On the 
pavement near the entrance, there were 
large panel boards with photographs of 
people who were missing,” he recalls. 

“That’s really, I think, when the sever-
ity of the aftermath hit home. When you 
saw the rows and rows of dead people’s 
faces.”

Since then, Jum has used his inter-
ests and organising skills to help create 
charity motorsport events in Phuket.

As a member of the Lions Club of 
Patong Beach, he helps organise the 
Phuket Go Kart Challenge while, at the 
same time, he helps organise the Phuket 
Invitational Rally as part of the Phuket 
Grumpy Old Men’s Society (GOMS) 
– each of which helps raise money for 
charitable endeavors across the island.

“I just love to organise events. It’s 
something I enjoy and keeps me going,” 
he says.

Over time, he collected information 
on how to drive in these new conditions 
and put together his first book – The 
Off-roader’s Manual.

Over time, he began working with 
the Desert Challenge competition in 
the United Arab Emirates and was ap-
pointed Route Director in 1996. That 
same year, he was invited to become an 
observer for the FIA World Motorsport 
Council and was sent to several rallies 
around the globe.

“I never thought I would go to South 
America or Moscow. It was a great expe-
rience to do what I loved,” he says.

In 2001, Jum settled in Bangkok and 
later Prakhon Chai in the northeast. 
He moved to Phuket in the first week of 

Above left, Jum Ali Khan reflects on his years in motorsport. Right, a young Jum meets Formula One triple World Champion Jackie Stewart, date unknown.   


