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International man 
of hospitality

A
fter Typhoon Haiyan rocked the 
Philippines earlier this month, 
Philipp Seipelt knew he had to 
help. 

Which is why the 39-year-old, 
currently the director of operations 
at Xana Beach Club, helped orga-
nise a charity fundraising event 

that raised over B243,600 for victims of the 
typhoon on November 17, which featured a 
memorable performance by Black Eyed Peas 
member Apl.de.ap.

The news of the devastation hit home 
with the Swiss, who had suffered through 
a “life-changing experience” in the wake of 
Hurricane Wilma, while working in Cancun, 
Mexico in 2005.

“From one day to the next, all the infra-
structure you are used to, it’s just gone,” 
Seipelt says, “It’s hard to understand how 
comfortable it is to flush the toilet, to switch 
on a light, to have air conditioning, a refrig-
erator, have a Coke, until it is all gone.”

At the time, Seipelt was in the middle 
of a ten year stint in Mexico, where he had 
helped build and oversee a well-known 
restaurant. In the wake of that madness, 
Seipelt met his wife – Bell – a Thai-national, 
who had arrived in Mexico shortly after the 
hurricane. 

Those ten years in Central America are 
dear to Seipelt, who speaks fluent Spanish 
and eats almost every meal with jalapenos – 
in many ways training his tongue for spicy 
Thai cuisine.

“Some habits die hard,” he says with a 
laugh, shortly after chomping down another 
bite of the hot peppers.

After Cancun, Seipelt – along with Bell – 
moved north and took a job on Long Island 
in New York.

Things were not the same in NYC 
though, where he conceptualised and ran 
the chic Porto Vivo restaurant in Hunting-
ton – a frequent stopover for celebrities and 
athletes like Serena Williams.

“After living ten years in a warm cli-
mate, it’s very hard to get use to the cold 
again,” he says laughing. 

A trip to Bangkok in 2010 saw Seipelt fall 
in love with the culture, people, and food. 
After a year at Siam Supperclub in Cherng 
Talay, Seipelt began his gig at Xana in Octo-
ber 2012 and hasn’t looked back, organising 
events big and small with internationally 
recognised performers like Paul Oakenfold.

“My favourite aspect of this job is the di-
versity that it offers. There are so many dif-
ferent things to do from Indian weddings to 
Christian Dior functions to a DJ party. It’s 
never boring and it pleases people, which is 
what I like to do,” he says.

In many ways, his life in Thailand 
started similar to his life in Mexico, where 
he had only planned to stay for a few months 
and then seek out the next adventure in the 
hospitality world. 

Instead, like many before him, he fell in 
love with Phuket and decided to stay.


