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Thai national stars plan to 
swim their way to glory 
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FOOTBALLFOOTBALL

Ronaldo 
smashes 
European 
Cup goal 
record

R E A L  M A D R I D ’ S  
Cristiano Ronaldo on Tuesday 
broke the record for the most 
goals in a European Cup or 
Champions League in his 
side’s 4-0 semi-final second-
leg win over Bayern Munich.

Ronaldo picked up his 15th 
and 16th goals of the campaign 
to help put the Spanish side 
into the final in Lisbon on 
May 24 as Carlo Ancelotti’s 
side humiliated the defending 
champions.

The Portuguese forward’s 
two goals helped him eclipse 
the previous best of 14 in a sea-
son registered by Barcelona’s 
Lionel Messi in 2011-12 and 
Jose Altafini of AC Milan in 
1962-63.

The World Player of the 
Year has reached the new 
record tally in just 10 appear-
ances in the competition this 
season, his tally also including 
a hat-trick against Galatasaray 
in the group stage and braces 
against FC Copenhagen, Ju-
ventus and in both legs of the 
last-16 tie against Schalke 04.

He has now scored 66 
Champions League goals and 
is closing in on former Real 
Madrid striker Raul’s overall 
record for the most goals in 
the competition of 71.

His goals helped take Real 
through to their first Cham-
pions League final since they 
last lifted the trophy in 2002, 
when Zinedine Zidane inspired 
them to a 2-1 win over Bayer 
Leverkusen in Glasgow.

They will now play either 
Chelsea or Atletico Madrid, 
who met in the second semi-
final on Wednesday at Stam-
ford Bridge after the first leg 
finished 0-0. AFP

Muay Thai football supports cancer-stricken ref

Kazira Hans
kazesfreekick@gmail.com

FREE 
KICK

THE ISLAND’S MUAY  
Thai community came to-
gether to play the first ever 
Muay Thai Fanatics Soccer 
7s at Republic Phuket soccer 
field in Chalong last Sunday 
(April 27). 

The Andaman Boxing-
Poovanant Muay Thai team 
were crowned the competi-
tion’s first ever champion.

Spearheaded by Emyuden 
Group, Bangla Boxing sta-

dium, Ta-Ied Boxing stadium, 
Sinbi Muay Thai and Doctor 
Best Kamala, the event was 

organised to raise funds for 
Pairach Permpoon, a Muay 
Thai referee who’s been bat-

tling cancer.
Phuket’s Muay Thai train-

ing camps, including stadium 

doctors and a team of report-
ers from Muay Siam – the 
runners-up – all participated 
in the competition.

The laid-back event saw 
very little instinctive elbows 
or knees, and saw immense 
support for the cancer stricken 
official. Lion Muay Thai placed 
third while Dragon Muay Thai 
placed fourth.

A second event is in the 
works as one Muay Thai train-
er claimed, “Kicking a football 
together is a lot more fun than 
kicking the bag alone”.

Organisers are also plan-
ning a charity Muay Thai 
event to raise money for the 
referee.

RONINS 
RALLY 
TO BEAT 
POLICE
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It wasn’t pretty, but Phuket 
FC’s penalty shootout 
victory (3-1) over Thai 

Premier League side Police 
United on Tuesday night (April 
29) saw the Ronins through to 
the next round in the Toyota 
League Cup.

Playing in front of an es-
timated 4,000 fans at Surakul 
Stadium, Phuket FC welcomed 
back former striker Eduardo 
“Dudu” Purcino (right, in yel-
low) – who signed with Police 
United in the off-season after a 
one-year stint with the Ronins.

Dudu opened the scoring in 
the 32nd minute with a rebound 
shot, giving Police United the 
lead going into halftime. True 
to his word before the match, 

he refrained from overly cel-
ebrating his goal.

The Ronins rallied in 
the second half though, and 
took control of possession 
throughout the rest of the 
match. Phuket FC’s Brazilian 
midfielder, Eber Henrique, 
scored a beautiful free kick 
that tied the match up 1-1 in 

the 63rd minute.
In the 88th minute, Phuket 

FC went down to 10-men 
when star striker Anusak Lao-
sangthai was given a red card 
for mouthing off to the referee 
and opposing players during 
a tense moment.

But, despite several close 
calls from both sides, the match 

remained scoreless heading into 
overtime. Even after an extra 
30 minutes of play, neither side 
could find the back of the net.

In the ensuing penalty 
shootout, Phuket FC players 
Christian Alex, Pyne Soe, and 
Henrique all scored, giving 
the Ronins a 1-1 (3-1) victory 
and a spot in the round-of-16 

of the Toyota League Cup on 
June 11.

The match was the fourth in 
10 days for the Ronins and the 
second win. In the league the 
team defeated Nakhom Pathom 
United last week after a loss to 
Chiang Mai FC on April 20, 
and were knocked-out of the 
Thai FA Cup by Ayutthaya FC 
on April 24.

“Our team did well after 
losing at halftime. I’m happy 
how the team came out and 
played after the break, espe-
cially after playing so many 
games in such a short space 
of time,” coach Stefano ‘Teco’ 
Cugurra told The Phuket News 
after the game.

Phuket FC’s next match 
takes place this Sunday (May 
4) at Nakhon Ratchasima in 
Yamaha League-1 play. Kick-
off is set for 6:30pm.

Class Act Media is a proud 
sponsor of Phuket FC.


