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New Zealand seek to extend rugby sevens stranglehold

N E W  Z E A L A N D  W I L L  
seek to extend their stranglehold 
on the Commonwealth Games 
rugby sevens for a fifth suc-
cessive time when it gets under 
way at Ibrox Stadium tomorrow 
(July 26), their bid boosted by the 
absence of arch-rivals Fiji.

The All Blacks have won all 
four previous Commonwealth 
sevens tournaments, dating back 
to the Jonah Lomu-inspired tri-
umph in Kuala Lumpur in 1998, 
and have since dominated the 
IRB Sevens World Series of a 
sport which will be included in 
the Rio Olympics in 2016.

The Fijians will not be in 
Scotland, however, having missed 
qualification after the late in-
clusion of their country in the 
multi-sport event.

Despite their absence, there 
is a formidable line-up of teams 
that turn out on the IRB world 
circuit.

Reigning champions New 
Zealand have been drawn in Pool 
A alongside Canada, Nigeria and 
tournament hosts Scotland.

Silver medallists four years 
ago, Australia, and bronze medal-
lists South Africa are top seeds in 
pools D and B respectively, while 
other World Series regulars in 
Samoa, England, Kenya, Wales 
and Canada will be determined 

to challenge the dominance of 
the mighty Sevens All Blacks.

In addition, unheralded teams 
from Malaysia, Nigeria, Trinidad 
and Tobago, and Uganda will 
take part.

Stalwart DJ Forbes, along 
with Sherwin Stowers and Tim 
Mikkelson plus World Cup win-
ners Declan O’Donnell and Pita 
Ahki, headline the New Zealand 
team coached by veteran Gordon 
Tietjens.

“Winning a gold medal at a 
Commonwealth Games is very 
special,” said Tietjens. “There 
is nothing better than seeing a 
player being presented with a 
gold medal and listening to the 
anthem. AFP

Euro club to play Phuket FC 
in historic first for the island
When the opening 

wh is t le  blows 
for Phuket FC’s 

match-up against Spanish 
La Liga club UD Almeria on 
August 6, it will mark the first 
time a top-flight European 
club competitively graces the 
Phuket pitch.

The match, which will take 
place at Surakul Stadium in 
Phuket Town (7pm kick-off), 
will signal a big step in the 
island’s footballing venture. 
UD Almeria’s recent addition 
of Thai national team superstar 
Teerasil Daengda, who will 
also take to the field on August 

6, is just another reason that 
Phuket FC management and 
local officials are salivating 
at the future of football on 
the island. 

“This match is one that 
Phuket and Thai football 
fans have been waiting for. 
We are very lucky to have 
this opportunity of watching 
world-class players at Surakul 
Stadium,” said Chairman 
Pamuke Achariyachai in a 
media statement. 

“Phuket FC players and 
staff will gain invaluable 
experience from competing 
in the match so that we can 
improve ourselves to be in 
the top rank of Thai football.” 

Team officials met with 

major sponsors of the event 
and Gov Maitri Inthusut at 
Provincial Hall in Phuket 
Town to discuss the historic 
match and possible events 
surrounding the game. 

“We will be a good host to 
them and I’m quite sure that 
we would impress everyone by 
our friendship and good tourist 
attractions,” Gov Maitri said. 

The match is part of the 
“LFP World Challenge by 
Chang”, the Spanish league’s 
effort to promote La Liga 
overseas and includes friendly 
matches against local clubs 
in Europe Asia as well as 
North and South America 
until mid-2016.

Chairman Pamuke hopes 

the inclusion of Daengda will 
spur local youth footballers to 
take the game more seriously. 

“I’m sure that Teerasil 
Daengda is going to be an 
inspiration for children and 
Thai youth who play football 
to develop themselves and 
become a professional in the 
future,” he said.  

Just four days after the 
August 6 event, a team of for-
mer English Premier League 
players will take on a team 
of Thailand legends, also at 
Surakul Stadium, marking a 
big week of football for Phuke 
in early August. 

Class Act Media is a proud 
media partner of “LFP World 
Challenge by Chang”.

RUGBY SEVENS

Thai national team player Teerasil Daengda, a recent addi-
tion to UD Almeria, will play against Phuket FC on Aug. 6. 


