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Fore! Kids get 
in the swing 
of things on 
Phunaka links

With five hours of 
practice a day, it’s 
only a matter of 

time before the trophy case 
at the Phunaka Dragons Kids 
Golf Academy becomes too 
small.

The team hope to add 
more silverware when the 
junior golfers take to the 
links at Nakhon Nayoke in 
the qualifiers of the Thai 
Golf Association – Singha 
Junior Golf Championship 
this week. On the line is a trip 
to San Diego, California for 
the IMG Junior World Golf 
Championships in July.

But, if you ask Suracha 

“Punk” Singhkajohn, the 
academy’s head instructor, 
the most important thing 
is for the kids to get a great 
experience in competition. 

“Golf is like life, how 
to plan and think in golf is 
similar on how to plan for 
life,” the 43-year-old said. 

Pro Punk, as he is known 
to the kids and parents, began 
playing golf at the age of five 
and started to teach just five 
years ago. 

“I started because I want 
to build new junior golfers, to 
give them experience, and to 
teach them how to consider 
many things, to overcome dif-
ficulties,” he said, explaining 
how he uses golf as a way to 
teach kids patience and the 
importance of planning. 

The academy teaches 

about 27 kids everyday, from 
3pm to 8pm, with the help 
of three other instructors. 
The kids range from five to 
18-years-old and many of 
them have seen success on 
the links rather quickly. 

After playing golf for just 
a year and a half, 6-year-old 
Louise Landgraff has already 
won three competitions in 
her age group. Mark Lun-
agnitikul, a former student 
under Pro Punk, started at 
the Phunaka academy and 
has since gone on to win 
the Callaway Junior Golf 
Championships in the US in 
addition to being courted by 
prestigious schools around 
the world. 

The academy has also 
become a familiar haven for 
kids who have recently moved 

to the island. 
“I just came three or four 

months ago to Phuket,” said 
17-year-old Chris Ooi, “I’ve 
been playing since I was 
four-years-old. The instruc-
tor here is very good. I enjoy 

this everyday because I love 
golf. I come here to stay with 
the kids, with some friends. 
Everyone is excited with the 
competition coming up also.”

For 12-year-old Bosshy, 
golf has become a way for 

her to spend some extra hours 
with her friends. 

“I saw my friends play 
and then I wanted to play. I 
love golf because it’s fun, it 
makes me have more friends,” 
she said. 


