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Coach Reuther says 
farewell after match

HEAD COACH REUTHER 
Moreira bid Phuket fans and 
players farewell following 
last week’s final match at 
Saraburi. The Brazilian coach 
was contracted to lead the 
team until the end of the 
2014 season and it is unclear 
whether he will return to the 
position next year.

“Thanks everyone for the 
support. It was a difficult 
situation when I first came in 
earlier this year. We did well 
in this time and now it is time 
to move on,” Moreira told The 
Phuket News on Wednesday 

PHUKET FC HUNG IN 
there with the best in the 
Yamaha League-1 throughout 
the entire season. 

Playing on the road against 
a tough TPL-bound Siam 
Navy team, Phuket were able 
to keep the game scoreless. 
The Ronins would win the 
return match at Surakul Sta-
dium 1-0 thanks to a Daniel 
“Danielzinho” Lopes second 
half strike. 

Phuket also put 4th place 
team Bangkok FC to sleep 
in a 3-1 mauling of the Iron 
Bulls at Surakul Stadium back 
in April. 

Back on June 22, Phuket 
narrowly lost the highest scor-

(November 5). 
“Now I wait. I may be-

come coach again and try 
for another situation,” he 
continued. 

The 57-year-old took over 
the squad back on August 4 
from Supachai Srilachai, who 
was retained as an assisitant 
to the end of the season. Back 
in July, Srilachai had replaced 
Stefano “Teco” Cugurra, who 
resigned on June 22 imme-
diately following the team’s 
home loss to Gulf Saraburi. 

Moreira was the third 
coach to take over the team 
this year and saved Phuket FC 
from potential relegation after 
a terrible nine game stretch 
in which the team tied five 
times and lost four.

ing match of the season against 
TPL-bound Gulf Saraburi 4-5 
at home.

Even in the Thai FA Cup, 
with former star Eduardo 
“Dudu” Purcino wearing the 
colours of Police United, the 
Ronins came back from one 
goal down to take an improb-
able victory on penalties. The 
round before, Phuket won 2-1 
over Srisaket FC. 

YAMAHA LEAGUE-1 
NOTABLES:
Phuket FC top scorer:
Wasan Natasan – 10 goals
Yamaha League-1 top scorer:
Babo Mark Landry (Ang Thong) – 19 goals

Most goals scored:
Mazda Ratchasima FC – 56 goals
Highest scoring match in League- 1:
Phuket FC 4-5 Gulf Saraburi – June 22.
Biggest shutout in League-1:
Nakhon Ratchasima 6-0 SYM Phitsanulok 
– March 30

Phuket FC finish season with 
2-2 draw at Gulf Saraburi FC

Phuket were up 2-0 with 
30 minutes left only to 
see the game get taken 

away in the final moments 
thanks to a strong surge by 
Gulf Saraburi in the waning 
moments of the final Yamaha 
League-1 match of the season 
last Saturday (November 1).

Gulf Saraburi – a team that 
already secured promotion 

to the Thai Premier League 
next season thanks to their 2nd 
place finish (61 points) – were 
awarded a penalty kick in the 
89th minute of the match which 
Manus Tadsunton succesfully 
converted.  

With seconds left in the 
game in the 92nd minute, 
Theerawut Rongchai scored 
a brilliant shot from outside the 
box to secure the 2-2 draw in 
front of Saraburi’s home fans.

There were a few surprises 
in the match, however.

In the 59th minute, Phuket 
goalkeeper Adisak Doungsri’s 

well-placed free kick caught 
Saraburi’s keeper’ by surprise 
and captain Wasan Natasan 
scooped up the rebound goal 
to put Phuket up 2-0 in the 59th 
minute. Natasan also opened 
the scoring in the 38th minute 
with a shot from inside the 
penalty area.

The draw gives Phuket one 
points, which secured their 11th 
place (47 points) finish on the 
Yamaha League-1 table. This 
is the most points the Ronins 
have finished with since they 
were promoted to the league 
back in 2011. 

Yamaha League-1
Team MP W D L G GD Pts

1 ▲ Mazda Ratchas. 34 19 11 4 56 29 68

2 ▲ Gulf Saraburi FC 34 16 13 5 55 17 61

3 ▲ Navy FC 34 17 9 8 41 15 60

4 Bangkok FC 34 14 15 5 53 17 57

5 Chiang Mai 34 15 10 9 52 15 55

6 Ayutthaya FC 34 15 6 13 54 4 51

7 Trat FC 34 14 7 13 47 14 49

8 Ang Thong FC 34 11 15 8 49 13 48

9 BBCU FC 34 13 9 12 49 1 48

10 Krabi FC 34 13 8 13 41 3 47

11 Phuket FC 34 12 11 11 39 0 47
12 TTM Customs 34 10 15 9 41 -1 45

13 Bangkok United 34 9 15 10 43 4 42

14 Pattaya United 34 12 5 17 42 -11 41

15 ▼ Roi Et United 34 10 9 15 37 -6 39

16 ▼ SYM Phitsanulok 34 9 11 14 36 -21 38

17 ▼ Khon Kaen FC 34 6 10 18 23 -22 28

18 ▼ Sriracha FC 34 0 3 31 19 -71 3

Frustrating season comes to an 
end for resilient Phuket FC team

Both teams are currently 
in the Thai Premier League.

Phuket FC fans have been 
here before: a season that starts 
with so much promise ends 
with tempered expectations. 
But the team is improving 
and despite the frustrations, 
the Ronins ended the 2014 
Yamaha League-1 season 
with the most points (47) 
since their inception into the 

league in 2011. 
However incremental and 

slow the progress has been, 
the team continues to move 
up the ladder and that’s as 
much as anyone can hope for. 

Phuket FC have proven to 
be world-beaters when things 
are clicking. 

What slowed this train 
was a combination of things: 
mid-season coaching changes, 
poor performances on the road 
and over-reliance on veterans. 
Certain players seemed over-
worked while some younger 
players were under-utilised. 
Each part of the team had 
a clear leader (or two) but 
many support players were 
on a carousel with little time 
to gel with their counterparts. 

With a new coach expect-
ed, time will tell if Phuket are 
ready to step up to the TPL.

PHUKET’S EXCLUSIVE RESIDENTIAL HIDEAWAY
Available for sale and rent (short term and long term)

2 Bed room condominium     3 Bed room condominium     Penthouse 

Please contact : Mobile 094-318-5808
Email: info@baanyamu.com, www.baanyamu.com 

Tel. 076-310-507


