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Full Metal Dojo breathes life into Phuket MMA scene

WITH OVER 500 ATTENDING 
the inaugural Full Metal Dojo mixed 
martial arts event in Patong last 
Saturday (June 7), Phuket’s grow-
ing combat scene was finally able 
to take centre cage.

The island’s first full MMA 
show, which took place at Seduc-
tion Nightclub on Bangla Road, 
featured seven fights with a mix 

of international fighters based in 
the kingdom, Thai fighters from 
Bangkok, and Cambodians in their 
first bouts outside of their country.

“We are honoured to be the 
first MMA promotion to host an 
event in Phuket, especially with 
the amount of gyms and fighters 
in the area. We couldn’t imagine 
having this at any other place,” 
said organiser and announcer 
Jon Nutt.

The success of the event has 
prompted organisers to announce a 
second show in August, with a fight 
card that includes several bouts 

that pit Thais against Cambodians.
Many homegrown fighters, 

most of whom are based in Bang-
kok and train alongside profes-
sional Thai MMA fighter Shannon 
Wiratchai, were impressive enough 
last Saturday (June 7) to warrant 
an invitation for the August event.

Among those invited back 
include Mangthus “The Beast” 
Rewtawee, Detchadin “Phetsing-
korn” Sunsiri, and Chatmongkohn 
Simma Noom – all of whom won 
their fights in the first round via 
referee stoppage.

The event was headlined by 

Glenn Sparv against Michael 
Dubois, who took the fight on only 
a day’s notice. Despite Sparv’s 
experience (8-3), Dubois was 
able to showcase his high-level 
Judo with several throws from 
standing position.

In addition, locally-based fight-
ers Alex “Sabai Gi” Schild and 
Emmalo “Miami Vice” Urrutia 
each submitted their Cambodian 
counterparts – Chan Heng Peng 
and Seiha Pich, respectively – in 
the first round.

A third Khmer fighter, Nun 
Sophea in his first MMA bout, lost 

Defending champion 
Justin Rose gives 
himself and other 

English golfers better odds 
of winning the US Open this 
week at Pinehurst than of 
England capturing the World 
Cup in Brazil.

“I would say there’s prob-
ably more chance of one of 
us winning the major than 
England winning the World 
Cup potentially,” Rose said 
last week.

As the world’s top golfers 
gather to begin the 114th US 
Open, 32 of the world’s top 
football teams are in South 
America to start their month-
long quest for global suprem-
acy the same day.

England will play in World 
Cup Group D alongside Costa 
Rica, Uruguay and Italy with 
the English opening Saturday 
(June 14) the against 2006 
champion Italians.

The England-Italy match 

figures to finish just about the 
time the sun sets on the last 
groups at Pinehurst.

“I thought it could be a 
little bit of a national hero if 
I’m leading the US Open and I 
swerve my press conference to 
go watch the game,” Rose said.

“I’m not saying that might 
not happen.”

Rose, who captured his 
first major title last year at 
Merion, is not in on any bet-
ting pools but he does have 
some confidence in manager 
Roy Hodgson’s side.

“Blind faith that England 
will get far in the tournament 
prevails, so we’ll see,” Rose 
said.

His slight to the Three 
Lions hopes of claiming their 
first World Cup crown since 
1966, Rose says, is partly 
about his confidence in English 
golfers such as Lee Westwood, 
Ian Poulter, Luke Donald 
and Paul Casey – all seeking 
to duplicate Rose’s feat by 
winning a first major crown.

“There have definitely been 

some opportunities that some 
English guys have had in the 
past,” Rose said. “I think the 
more that slips past and slips 
away, the more it becomes 
more difficult.”

Rose related a story about 
leading a US PGA event enter-
ing the final round and watch-
ing England play Germany in 
a World Cup match.

“I ended up going out and 
losing the golf tournament, 
so maybe I’ll be a little bit 
more careful about my emo-
tions watching the football,” 
Rose said.

He won’t be the only one 
tuning in the football when 
not on the course.

Australian Jason Day 
figures to finish his second 
round just about the time the 
Socceroos and Chile kickoff 
in a Group C match.

“Anything to distract your-
self from this is huge,” Day 
said. “The biggest thing is just 
when you’re sitting at home, 
thinking about a lot of stuff. 
It’s a good distraction.” AFP

to Thailand’s Ratharat Yimprai 
Sakset after he was disqualified for 
several illegal strikes. A rematch 
of the bout is in the works for the 
event in August.

Despite the results, organisers 
remain optimistic that the level of 
MMA in the area will only grow.

“I see a lot of promise in some 
of the guys from the South East 
Asian community,” said co-organ-
iser and commentator Ben Stark. 
“It’s just a matter of time that, with 
coaching and good opproutnities, 
a lot of these guys are going to 
come through and be the future.”
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