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Hope can be a tricky thing

The wounds of Phuket 
FC’s 2013 season 
will sting for weeks 

to come. A campaign that 
looked like it would end with 
automatic promotion to the 
Thai Premier League was 
wiped away at the stretch as 
the team stumbled to win just 
two games out of their last ten.

Fans remember January 
26, when the team unveiled 
their updated kits at Central 
Festival and those present had 
a chance to take photos with 
the team’s 11 newly-signed 
players, including 25-year-old 
anointed star forward Luiz 
Eduardo “Dudu” Porcino of 
Brazil.

A win over what looked 
to be North Korea’s national 
team, and construction of a 
new, state-of-the-art training 
ground in Chalong followed. 
The team even got on to a 
fast start, losing only one of 
their first ten matches, which 
included a three-game win-
ning streak. 

Hopes were high, but looks 
can be deceiving.

The offense seemed entirely 
dependent upon Dudu, with a 
kick-and-chase strategy that 
produced, on average, one 
goal a game. With no-one else 
posing any kind of goal threat 
to opposing teams, the draws 
started to pile-up, and points 
were being left on the table. 

On May 18, the team gave 
up a two goal lead to also-ran 
Rayong FC at Surakul Stadium, 
which included a heartbreaking 
93rd minute equaliser. 

Half of the 4,000 fans in 
attendance started chanting for 
coach Paniphol to be sacked 
– even though Phuket were 
in fifth place and in relatively 
good shape despite the draws. 

The team responded with 
a 2-0 win against Andaman 
rivals Krabi two weeks later 
and the signing of 19-year-old 
Cristian Alex da Silva Santos 
on June 11. 

The short-lived optimism 
was punctuated with a 2-0 
upset victory over TPL-side 
Ratchaburi Mitrphol, which 
saw The Islanders advance in 
the FA Cup.

The beginning of the end 
came on June 29 when Phuket 
FC suffered their first home 

loss at the hands of Nakhon 
Ratchasima, and dropped back 
to fifth place. 

Fans were livid and took 
out their frustrations after the 
next home match, a 2-2 draw 
to BBCU. Bottles were thrown 
at officials on the field, and the 
team were fined B10,000 – this 
should’ve been the low point, 
but it got much worse.

Officials panicked and 
signed another 11 players, 
including Ludovick “Ludo” 
Takam and Alef Pochi – both 
veterans Thai football’s top-
flight, which seemed to disrupt 
the team dynamic.

By August 3, Phuket FC 
were 16 points away from first 
place, and Coach Paniphol – 
who by this time had been 
given the moniker “Tuu one 
point” – resigned following 
another draw at home.

Chairman Pamuke Atchari-
yachai, in a bid to catch light-
ning in a bottle, replaced him 
with 39-year-old Alessandreo 
Stefano “Teco” Cugurra Ro-
drigues, who had taken Chiang 
Rai United from 7th place in 
Thai Division 1 to promotion 
to the Thai Premier League 
in 2010. 

Surely, he could do the 
same for Phuket FC?

Despite winning his first 
match, a 2-0 victory over Na-
khom Pathom United at home, 
Teco could not squeeze success 
out of this Islanders team. 

The Brazilian coach only 
won two games in his 14 total 
matches for Phuket FC, includ-
ing a 55-day winless streak and 
a 5-1 thumping loss to Sriracha 
RC in late September.

Fans were once again angry 
and frustrated that a team, 
that promised so much, was 
now crumbling. Rumours of 
shady deals and boozing play-
ers made their way onto radio 
call-in shows, and ticket sales 
dwindled.

Last season, the final home 
game was a party atmosphere 
as fans were grateful for their 
13th place finish just above the 
relegation line. 

This season, the final home 
game felt like a funeral as fans 
mourned for the season that 
should have been, a hope that 
dwindled among a mountain 
of 1-1 and scoreless draws. 

Stability is key, and signing 
11 new players in the middle 
of the season is certainly in-
consistent. The same can be 
said for managers – five in 
two seasons. 

But forcing a coach to quit, 
who, by all intents and pur-
poses, didn’t deserve it, was 
the final nail in the coffin for 
Phuket FC in 2013. This is a 
team with no identity, changing 
it like a shirt once the stain of 
a draw or loss comes along.

Something has to give. 

PHUKET FC: SEASON IN REVIEW
The Islanders biggest moments of 2013

March 22 – Work begins 
on a new training complex 
in Chalong, including full-
sized fields, fitness centre, 
swimming pool, and physical 
therapy facilities
April 17- 27 – Team plays four 
games in ten days, wins two, 
draws one, and loses one.
May 18 – 93rd minute equal-
iser by Rayong FC gives the 
visitors a 2-2 draw, after a 
two-goal lead is thrown away 
by Phuket FC.
June 11 – Club announces 
player-swap deal with Brazil-
ian powerhouse Cruzeiro EC 
and signs 19-year-old Cristian 
Alex da Silva Santos.
June 13 – Second half of 
game with PTT Rayong post-
poned due to heavy rain at 
Surakul Stadium. “This is how 
we deal with Fire Power, we 
extinguish the flames!” said 
the announcer at the time.
June 26 – Phuket FC upset 
Thai Premier League side 
Ratchaburi Mitrphol 2-0 to 
advance in FA Cup.
June 29 – First home loss, 
1-0 to Nakhon Ratchasima. 
July 6 – Phuket FC fined 
B10,00 for fans poor conduct 
after draw against BBCU.

July 10 – Sign 11 new play-
ers, including Ludovick “Ludo” 
Takam, Alef Pochi, and Sukree 
E-Tae.
July 13 – Team plays remain-
ing 40 minutes against PTT 
Rayong from June 13 match, 
ends in draw. 
August 3 – Manager Paniphol 
“Tuu” Kerdyaem resigns fol-
lowing 1-1 draw with TTM FC 
at home, Phuket FC’s eleventh 
draw in 23 games under his 
watch. 
August 5 – New manager 
Alessandro Stefano “Teco” 
Cugurra Rodrigues signs to 
end of the year.
August 11 – “Teco” wins 
first match, a 2-0 victory 
over Nakhom Pathom United 
at home. 
September 28 – Phuket FC 
lose 5-1 against Sriracha FC, 
worst loss of the season in 
Thai Division 1 play.
October 6 – Team ends 
55-day winless streak with 
1-0 victory over Saraburi FC 
at home.
November 2 – Team drops 
final three games by a com-
bined score of 7-1 and end in 
12th place. “Teco” finishes 
with a 2-4-8 record. 

The under-construction training complex in Chalong.

From left: ex-coach Paniphol; current coach Teco.

Despite early promise, Phuket FC failed to win promotion to the Thai Premier League.


