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Europe not on board with 
winter 2022 World Cup  
> page  31

Phuket will play Sukhothai FC away this Sunday, 
March 1 , before returning home for an FA Cup match 
on March 4 vs Prachuab FC, followed by a league 
encounter on March 7 (7pm), vs PTT Rayong at Surakul.
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MMA

Phuket FC garner one point 
in impressive home opener

A crowd of about 4,200 
fans had turned out 
to watch the Ronins 

in their first 2015 season 
game at Surakul Stadium and 
it was the Ronins who had 
the majority of possession 
throughout the game.

Phuket showed a lot of 
character early in the first 
half with Berlin Ndebe-Nlome 
and Wasan Samansil creat-
ing some scoring chances 
but being unable to find the 
back of the net. Whereas the 
Pink Panthers didn̕t seem to 
gel, even with a few corner 
kicks early on, but the shots 
they did have were all far 
off target.

But Phuket̕s efforts paid 
off when in the 23rd minute 
mid-fielder Patipat Armatantri 
made a surging run only to 
be pulled down in the box 
by a Panthers defender. The 
referee immediately pointed 
at the spot and Phuket captain 
Yusuke Sato calmly put the 
ball away giving the Ronins 
a well deserved 1 – 0 lead.

The score remained at 
1-0 at the half time whistle.

The Pink Panthers came 
out in better shape in the sec-

WITH THE SAME FLAIR  
he showed in his 20s, 44-year-
old Muay Thai legend Jomhod 
Kiatadisak was able to walk 
away victorious from his debut 
MMA fight at Full Metal Dojo 
4 last Saturday (February 21) 
in Bangkok.

The fight veteran managed 
to put away his opponent, 
revered Cambodian Khmer 
boxing specalist Vorn Viva, 
with a decision win follow-
ing a tough 15 minutes. The 
Thai legend, who trained out 
of Phuket’s Tiger Muay Thai 
& MMA Training Camp in 

ond half testing Phuket goal 
keeper Piyawat Intarapim on 
a number of occasions.

Phuket coach Songyod 
Klinsr isook made some 
changes mid-way through 
the second half, the highlight 

being the introduction of the 
showboating Brazilians – 
Number 10, Ronir de Souza 
Gonçalves, known better 
as “Rodinho”, and speedy 
winger, no. 14, Andre Luiz 
Rodrigues Lopes, or “Zhino” 

– who not only left the op-
position standing in their 
tracks but brought delight 
to the home crowd with their 
fancy footwork.

However, the introduction 
of the substitutes had no real 
impact on the game, and it 
was the visitors who had 
the last laugh, when in the 
73rd minute Panthers striker 
Teerachai Thampien finally 
got a shot on target and slotted 
the ball past Phuket keeper 
bringing the score all square 
at 1-1. The score remained 
the same at the final whistle.

It was an impressive per-
formance from Phuket FC, 
and if they can continue to 
play in the same manner 

Thai Tobacco  0-0  Pichit
Pattaya Utd  2-0  PTT Rayong
Airforce  1-1  Sukhothai
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Bangkok FC  1-3  Ang Thong
Krabi  1-1  Nakhon Pathom Utd
Thai Honda  1-1  Samut Songkhram
Ayuthaya  0-0  Police Utd
PHUKET  1-1  BBCU
Chiangmai  2-2  Trat FC

YAMAHA LEAGUE-1, WEEK 2 RESULTS:

Jomhod, Phuketians bring the pain at Full Metal Dojo 4

Chalong in preparation for his 
MMA debut, chose to exchange 
strikes with Viva for most of 
the bout though he did test his 
newly-acquired grappling skills. 

Jomhod managed to take 
down Vorn Viva twice, once 
with a bodylock, and ended the 

second round pummelling the 
Cambodian as he sat on top of 
him. Both men cracked each 
other several times with vicious 
overhands and thumping kicks 
amongst screaming fans at Live 
House Studios. 

The promotion, organised 
by former Patong Boxing Sta-
dium announcer Jon Nutt, put 
together a card of eight fights 
that included several Phuket-
based fighters. 

Masood Ranjbar, a heavy-
weight Iranian fighter out of 
AKA Thailand in the Rawai/
Nai Harn area, won his de-
but bout against experienced 
Frenchman Yoann Gouaida 
(4-4) via decision. The Ira-
nian managed to take down 
Gouaida seemingly at will 

and managed to hurt  his eye 
during the first round with 
vicious elbows from the top.

The rest of the bout saw 
Masood take Gouaida down 
a few more times. 

Earlier in the night, Tiger 
Muay Thai fighter Michael 
Dubois (1-2) lost his bout 
against Dmitrijs Homjakovs 
(2-0) via TKO. The Frenchman 
started strong, landing a head 
kick – legal in the promotion – 
before he was hit with a knee 
and kicked in the final minute 
of the first round, prompting 
a referee stoppage.

Meanwhile, Phuket Top 
Team-trained Andres Da 
Forno walked away with a 
TKO victory in the first round 
over Jason Archilla. 

(Left) Ronir de Souza Gonçalves with the ball. (Above) Pipat 
Thonkanya frustrated by BBCU goalkeeper. (Below) Andre 
Luiz Rodriquez Lopes’ long ball pass. Photos: Steven Layne.

throughout the season then 
things could look more posi-
tive than in previous seasons.

With four points after two 
matches, the Ronins sit in 4th 
place of the 20-team Yamaha 
League-1 table.

Four other teams also have 
four points – BBCU (2nd), 
Chiang Mai (3rd), Sukhothai 
(5th) and Police Utd (6th), 
while the only team to have 
won both of their opening 
matches is Ang Thong, who 
sit at the top following their 
3-1 away win at Bangkok. 

–Additional reporting by 
Steven Layne.
Class Act Media are proud 
media partners of Phuket FC 
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