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New football academy could be game changer

THE UNPRECEDENTED 
partnership between British 
International School, Phuket 
FC, and Cruzeiro EC is ex-
pected to enhance the football 
quality of players not only in 
Phuket but all of Thailand

In a press conference held 
at the school’s vast campus 
in Koh Kaew, officials from 
the Brazilian powerhouse, 
Phuket FC Chairman Pamuke 
Atchariyachai, and BIS Head-
master Neil Richards an-
nounced the formation of a 
youth academy on the island 
that they hope will eventually 
become a feeder programme 
to top clubs around the world.

Pedro Moreira, the inter-
national business manager for 
the Brazilian club, said they 
will scout young local players 
as well as international talent 
to bring to the academy, which 
will be housed in BISP.

From there, the invit-
ed players will attend the 
school while training under 
the world-class coaching of 
academy instructor Jonathas 
Candido – handpicked to lead 
the programme because of his 
strong scouting and coaching 
background with the Brazil-
ian club.

The school will provide 
education, meals and rooms 
for the players during their 
time in the youth academy.

Young Phuketians who 
display massive potential 
may also be considered for 
a full scholarship to BISP, 
Richards said.

“One of the objectives 
is to have young Thais go 
through the academy and get a 
good education at the school,” 
Richards said, “when they get 
to the senior level, they will 
hopefully play professionally 
for Phuket FC or some other 
Thai club or perhaps Cruzeiro 
will snap them up as well.”

Chairman Pamuke, ac-
knowledging the academy’s 

Phuket close out season 
with defeat by Swat Cats

Yamaha League-1 Sea-
son 2013 drew to an 
end on Saturday (No-

vember 2) as Phuket FC ended 
their season 12th on the table 
after a 3-0 away loss to Nakhon 
Ratchasima Mazda FC. 

It was a weakened Phuket 
side that made the trip: key 
players Geoffrey Doumeng, 
Nene Bi and Cristian Alex 
didn’t make the trip for the 
match against the Swat Cats, 
while team captain Eak-artit 
Somjit and “Giant” Assawin 
Boonman were both out from 
picking up yellow cards.

At the beginning of the 
season, Phuket and Nakhon 
Ratchasima were among the 
teams shortlisted by sports re-
porters and fans to have a shot 
at promotion to the Thai Pre-
mier League, but those hopes 
had long been dashed by the 
time of Saturday’s match up.

The 20 minute mark almost 
saw Giorgi put Phuket in the 
lead, when a heartbreaking 
offside flag was raised before 
he could shoot. 

From the on, the home 
side pressed deep into Phuket 

territory, and gave the Island-
ers little chance to breathe 
– though the half time break 
came with the scores still 
nil all.

Determined to go out on 

a high, Phuket FC started 
the second half brightly, with 
scoring chances from Giorgi 
and Takam, though the shots 
were wild and wide.

The Swat Cats would strike 

first, with a strike at goal by 
local hero Promphong Krans-
amrong that sailed over Phuket 
keeper Adisak Duangsri’s head 
in the 63rd minute. 

Taking advantage of a frus-

trated Phuket side, Kransam-
rong would strike again just 
one minute later as he finished 
off a nicely placed pass in 
front of goal to put Nakhon 
Ratchasima up 2-0.

Shocked by conceding two 
goals in a two-minute span, 
Phuket FC left more space to 
play in front of their own goal, 
and almost conceded another 
score from a barrage of shots.

The Islander’s closest op-
portunity came from Sakar-
eya’s corner kick that sent the 
ball deep towards the far post 
but was tipped over by the Swat 
Cat keeper. 

The Swat Cats would score 
one more in the 77th minute 
after a fortunate tip put the ball 
on Yusuke Kato’s feet, who 
tapped it into the goal to put 
the home side 3-0 up.

At the final whistle, the 
season curtain fell for Phuket 
FC as they finished the Yamaha 
League-1 Season in 12th place.

Champions Air Force Avia 
FC, Singh Tharua and PTT 
Rayong all secured promotion 
to the Thai Premier League 
next season.

At the bottom of the table, 
Rayong FC and Rayong United 
were both relegated, meaning 
that from three Rayong teams 
in League-1 this year, there 
will be none in 2014.

Pattaya United “The Blue-
White Dolphins” were the only 
team from the TPL relegated 
to League-1 this season as 
there will be 18 teams in the 
top division in 2014. 

Phuket FC finished the season in 12th place, ending their 2013 Yamaha League-1 season with a three-game slide.

Officials from Cruzeiro EC, Phuket FC, and BISP announced 
the formation of a new youth football academy on the island.

role in building talent on the 
island, said the two clubs will 
collaborate to create a strong 

infrastructure of local football 
by creating youth leagues and 
tournaments.

A timetable for the com-
petitions have not been set, 
though officials say they hope 
to have them up and running 
by early 2014.

The Phuket FC Chairman 
also announced that Manager 
Stefano “Teco” Cugura has 
signed on for another year.

Several times throughout 
the press conference, refer-
ences were made to American 
expat Bobby Duchowny’s role 
in bringing Cruzeiro, Phuket 
FC, and BIS officials together.

Duchowny’s sons, Micah 
and Jonah, participated in a 
training course at the Brazilian 
club’s youth academy in Belo 
Horizonte, earlier this year.

Cruzeiro EC is one of 
Brazil’s biggest football clubs, 
having won several national 
titles and are known as the 
only team to have won the 
state, league, and national cup 
in the same year (in Brazil). 
The club has produced big 
names such as Dida, Edilson, 
Rivaldo, and Ronaldo.  
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