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MUAY THAI

MMA

A new local Muay Thai 
fight series is look-
ing to become a top 

destination for combat sport 
fans, not only in Phuket but 
all of southern Thailand.

“Suk Singpatong + Sit-
numnoi”, which translates 
to ‘Battle of Singpatong and 
student of Numnoi’, will kick-
off on October 26 at Patong 
Boxing Stadium on Sainamyen 
Road, and take place every 

Left: Raphael Bohic, Numnoi, Pen Tai Singpatong, and Damien Alamos in training. Right: The new Muay Thai series will feature bouts from kids trained at Singpatong gym.

New Muay Thai fight series to 
bring top talent to the island

THE AMOUNT OF PAIN 
delivered by some of Phuket’s 
best MMA fighters was obvi-
ous in the faces of their op-
ponents at the DARE: Rebels 
of MMA show in Bangkok 
last week.

The event, which took place 
at Club Insanity and will be 
broadcast on True Visions (at 
a date to be confirmed), saw 
Joe Ray (11-3) submit Muay 
Thai specialist and former 
King’s Cup winner Ole “Iron 
Fist” Laursen (6-4) in the 
third round. 

The Florida-native, who 
fights out of Phuket’s Ti-
ger Muay Thai, exchanged 
heavy shots with Laursen and 
peppered in some technical 
groundwork before moving 
in for an arm triangle to end 
the fight.

Just moments earlier, 
Phuket Top Team and Ban-
grajun Muay Thai’s own Moise 
“Swamp” Rimbon (20-9) took 
care of Alexander “Lokomotiv” 
Gladkov (4-1) with a liver shot 
in the second round. 

The win was impressive 

Phuketians undefeated at DARE MMA in Bangkok

Saturday night starting at 9pm. 
Coordinating the entire 

series is Numnoi Singpatong, 
the head trainer and owner of 
Singpatong and Sitnumnoi 
Gym in Patong beach. 

“The local population want 
to see more fights and we want 
to change the perception that 
the bouts are fake or set up,” 
Numnoi told The Phuket News. 
“People who come to the sta-
dium on these nights will get 
to see world champions and 
big names in tough fights.”

The fight series is also an 
opportunity to showcase young 
up-and-coming fighters from 

southern Thailand. Many of 
these fighters, some of whom 
are still kids, have trained 

alongside current champions 
and will look to test their 
mettle in real competition.

“We have lots of kids who 
train here,” Numnoi said, “we 
think this is an opportunity for 
them to fight and practice to 
develop their skills as fighters.” 

Many of the fighters are 
former or current Lumpinee 
Stadium champions from 
Bangkok, such as 2012 Thai-
land Sportswriters Fighter 
of the Year and four-time 
Lumpinee champion Penake 
Sitnumnoi, two-time Lump-
inee champ Pen Tai Singpa-
tong, and current Lumpinee 
super lightweight champion 
Damien Alamos. 

“We want to prove that in 

order to be in the stadium you 
have to have good technique 
learn to protect yourself in the 
ring,” Numnoi said 

Foreigners typically pay 
up anywhere from B1,300 
to B1,800 on a given fight 
night at Patong Boxing Sta-
dium, but Numnoi is offering 
long-term foreigners a special 
discounted-rate of B500. 

For ticket information 
or reservations, call 087-
383-3364 or 076-345-578, or 
email singpatong@gmail.com. 
Tickets are also available on-
line at Phuket Ticketmaster: 
thephuketnews.com

considering Gladkov had a 
significant weight advantage 
of more than 15 kg. 

Then, in just his second 
bout after being released from 
Russian prison last year, having 
served 15 months for man-
slaughter, Rasul “Nostrovia!” 
Mirzaev (7-0) won via unani-
mous decision in an exciting 
fight against James “Scraps” 
Saville (12-7). 

The three-round melee saw 
Mirzaev become the aggressor 
after round one, though Saville 
proved to have enough in him 
to finish the fight.

Mirzaev’s counryman, Mu-
rad “the Strangler” Machaev 
(13-1), took home a win as well 
with a submission victory over 
Gokhan “Turk” Turkyilmaz 
(9-9) in the first round. 

Other Phuket Top Team 
fighters, Brad Terrey (3-3) and 
Asker Baragunov (2-4), walked 
away with knock-out victories 
in the first round. In particular, 
Baragunov impressively fin-
ished his opponent, Filipino 

Stephen Loman (3-1) , with 
a swift low-hook to the chin 
just 30 seconds into the figh.

This was the first and only 
DARE event in 2013, but the 
promoters have already an-
nounced their next show will be 
held on January 25 in Bangkok. 

The promoter has settled 
their legal issues that followed 
the “ban” on mixed martial arts 
in Thailand early last year, and 
have become the country’s first 
government-sanctioned MMA 
organisation. 

In the end though, it was a 
huge success for Phuket, with 
islanders all over the event as 
former Patong Boxing Stadium 
announcer and Muay Thai 
fighter, Jon Nutt, commen-

tated throughout the night 
and presented the winners 
to the sell-out crowd. 

“We defecated on MMA’s 
head this evening,” Nutt said 

after the event, referring to the 
dominance of Phuket-based 
fighters. “Speaking as a fan, 
that was an unbelievable night 
of fights.” 

Rasul “Nostrovia!” Mirzaev won a unanimous decision.


