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FOOTBALL

PHUKET FC SUFFERED 
their first loss of the season 
last Saturday (March 8) los-
ing 2-1 away at Ang Thong 
FC thanks to a blunder by 
goalkeeper Adisak Duangsri.

The Ronins struck first in 

Costly blunder as Ronin lose to Ang Thong
the 60th minute after Chris-
tian Alex, coming on as a 
substitute for Ney Fabiano, 
broke through the Ang Thong 
defence and slipped the ball 
past the goalkeeper.

Ang Thong would answer 
back in the 73rd minute with 
a goal by Argentine striker 
Gaston Raul Gonzalez. 

Then, five minutes later, 
Monthon Phonnok, caught 
Phuket  keeper’  Adisak 
Duangsr i off-guard and 
knocked the ball loose from 
his hands before driving it 
home.

With three points from the 
first two matches, Phuket FC 
currently sit in 10th place in 

Yamaha League-1.
Phuket FC’s next match 

is this Sunday (March 16) 
at Surakul Stadium against 
TTM-Customs, who have 
won their first two games 
of the season. Kick-off is at 
6:30pm. 

The Phuket News is a 
proud sponsor of Phuket FC.

SAILING SPIRITS The Ao Chalong Yacht Club held 
its Open Day last Saturday (March 8) inviting all sailing 
novices to try their hand at dinghy sailing and kayaking 
for free, while also introducing the club’s facilities and 
membership options. The ACYC, located near Chalong 
Pier, is open for all ages and skill levels. They also hold 
regular competitions and events. More info: acyc.asia.
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MARTIAL ARTS

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS 
are coming to Phuket’s combat 
scene with the opening of 
the new Tad Ied Stadium on 
March 11 in Chalong ushering 
in the inaugural Muay Thai 
Andaman League show. 

To be contested by a dozen 
fighters from around South-
ern Thailand, the Andaman 
League will host weekly Muay 
Thai fights every Tuesday until 
mid-May. 

Though each fight night 
will feature seven to nine 
bouts, only two bouts a night 
will feature tournament fight-
ers in the knock-out com-
petition until a champion is 
crowned, with a target final 
date of May 17.

“This road [Soi Tad Ied] 
has many Muay Thai gyms 
with good fighters and we 
want to showcase that here 
with this stadium,” says Mr 
Kusol Thanangpol, one of five 
organisers behind the event 
and stadium. 

But the Andaman League 
is just a launching point for 

New stadium to 
bring big shows

even bigger ambitions, as Ku-
sol explains that the goal is to 
eventually make the stadium 
– and the area surrounding it 
– part of a “convention center-
esque” experience.

Plans for a mixed martial 
arts show at the new stadium 
have already been discussed 
with the Sports Authority of 
Thailand (SAT), which have 
given the go-ahead for a cage-
fighting event sometime within 
the next five months. 

The MMA show would 
consist of mostly foreigners, 
taking advantage of the crop 
of gyms on Soi Tad Ied – Tiger 
Muay Thai and Phuket Top 
Team – both of which offer 
high-level MMA training. Mr 
Kusol also said that the addi-
tion of AKA in Rawai, another 
MMA gym connected to UFC 
champions and contenders, 
would also help build the 
potential of MMA in Phuket.

Organisers hope that the 
stadium – which will be ex-
panded from 800 to 1,000 seats 
by May – will also be home 
to cabaret shows, exhibitions 
and other events. Construc-
tion on retail space and hotels 
surrounding the stadium are 
already underway in anticipa-
tion of what is to come. 

Kazira Hans
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MATCH
PREVIEW

Kaze’s prediction:
Phuket FC 1-0 TTM-Customs

TTM-Customs return to Yamaha 
League-1 in 2014 with new 
colours and nickname – “Klong 

Toey Lions”. 
The changes must suit them as 

they’ve won two straight matches this 
season, good enough for second place 
on the table with six points.

TTM Head Coach Jatuporn Pramol-
bal may apply a strong pressing game 
to lock down Phuket FC’s key players 
before they can drive the play. 

TTM will likely use sandwich tac-
tics before locking down the defense to 
shut out The Ronin’s creative players, 
and force Phuket into a less effective 

Ronin snare Lions
Phuket FC fans will be hoping their team comes away with all three points against visiting side TTM-Customs 
on Sunday (March 16). Photo: J.P. Mestanza

and unfamiliar kick-and-rush game. 
TTM’s Moroccan centre back 

Sidqy El Mehdi (2) is a tall defender 
who dominates in the air. This likely 
spells doom if Phuket fall into the 
long ball trap. 

Phuket will have to instead try 
their best to stick to their ground 
and one-two pass plays to drive them 
goalwards. 

However, the biggest threat is on the 
byline, where TTM’s Yuichi Yamauchi 
(17), the small Japanese winger, will 
give Phuket’s Dusit Nongpratum a run 
for his money while setting up crosses 
for his teammate Lassana Sidibe (22) 
to swoop in for the kill.

Teco’s decision to debut Tales Dos 
Santos at centre back along with Sam-
pan Damsuk in the Ang Thong game 
didn’t yield the result he hoped for. 

Tales was less than impressive, 
and Sampan didn’t make any differ-

ence. Teco could return to the original 
big-four that functioned better in past 
games. 

Yusuke Sato and Samsen Nima 
might be a better pair against TTM’s 
speedy attackers regardless. 

Up front, Sakareya Kolae and 
Eber on the right side could be Teco’s 
attacking preference. 

TTM have had problems with 
counter attacks in past games, so if 
Teco chooses to use high speed strik-
ers and fast players on the wings, then 
Phuket could have a good chance to 
gain three points. 

This should be a fun game as 
Phuket need a win to boost the spirit 
of the team, while TTM will probably 
be cautious and hope for one point 
from Surakul.


