
THEPHUKETNEWS.COM  FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2014

@thephuketnews

27SPORT

FOOTBALL

ATHLETICS 

JP Mestanza
editor2@classactmedia.co.th

FOOTBALL

Despite a lacklustre 
mid-season form that 
dropped Phuket FC to 

their knees, the Ronins were 
able to weather the storm and 
successfully avoid relegation 
with 2-1 win last Saturday 
(October 18) 2-1 away to Roi 
Et United. 

With heavy pressure and 
an aggressive attack, Phuket 
FC were able to fend off 
a late surge by the Roi Et 
“White Squirrels” to leave 
the Northeast province with 
the vital three points they 
needed to secure themselves 
a place in Yamaha League-1 
next season.

Captain Wasan Natasan 
opened the scoring in the first 
half with a 40th minute strike 
from a Panupong Aramwiroj 
setup inside the box. 

Defender Yusuke Sato 
would once score what would 
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Ronins soaring: Phuket FC 
hit stride at the right time

be the game-winner with a 
53rd minute header off of a 
Daniel “Danielzinho” Lopes 
lob from a free kick. 

Roi Et striker Kittisak 
Jaidee would pull one back in 
the 70th minute with a rebound 
shot into the back of the net.

After an improbable 1-0 

home win over prevoius 2nd 
place team Siam Navy the 
week before, Phuket FC are 
sitting on a two-game winning 
streak that leaves them hopeful 
for a top 10 finish. It would be 
the first time the team finished 
in the top 10 since 2011 (9th 
place, 45 points) – their first 

year in League-1. 
With an 11th place stand-

ing (43 points) heading into 
Saturday’s match (October 
25) against Ayutthaya FC 
(6th place, 51 points), the 
Ronins are already on track 
to have their best-ever finish 
in League-1 play. 

It won’t be easy, though, 
since Phuket have yet to beat 
Ayutthaya in the two years 
these clubs have played. 

Back in June, Ayutthaya 

dismantled the Ronins 3-0, a 
game that precipitated Phuket’s 
three-game losing streak 
(teams scored three goals in 
each of the Ronins’ losses 
during that span). Ayutthaya 
also eliminated Phuket in the 
third round of the Thai FA Cup 
back in April in a thrilling 4-3 
match at Surakul Stadium. In 
addition, both teams played 
to a draw in their two clashes 
in 2013.

Still, the methodology of 

Head Coach Reuther Moreira 
seems to be clicking with 
players at just the right time. 
The pairing of Ney Fabiano 
and Kendall Jagdeosingh up 
top, and Daniel “Danielzhino” 
Lopes and Eber Henrique in 
the middle have energised a 
once sluggish attack. 

With Captain Wasan pro-
viding support underneath 
the box and Sato holding the 
backline firm, Phuket FC look 
like they have enough to get 
past the Ancient Warriors and 
give the fans a proper goodbye 
before the season ends. 

Their fate is completely 
in their hands.

Only two matches are left 
for Phuket FC to finish in the 
top ten with an away clash 
at Gulf Saraburi looming on 
November 1. 

The Ronins’ final home game 
takes place this Saturday 
(October 25, 4pm kick-off) 
against Ayyuthaya at Surakul 
Stadium in Phuket Town. Class 
Act Media is a proud media 
partner of Phuket FC.

TWO THAI TEENAGERS 
from the Youth Football Home 
Foundation (YFH) for or-
phaned and destitute boys 
are currently training with 
the youth squad of German 
Bundesliga club Schalke 04.

Both Jassada Hongsawang 
and Nithiwat Boonsing are ex-
pected to return from Germany 
in early November. Jassada, 
in particular, has been train-

(Left to right) Jassada Hong-
sawong and Nithiwat Boons-
ing. Photo: Youth Football 
Home

YFH boys training with
Germany’s Schalke 04

THAILAND WON FOUR 
gold medals at the Asian Para 
Games in Incheon, South Ko-
rea last Monday (October 20).

Wheelchair racer Phet 
Rungsri won in the men’s 
100m T52 in a world record 
time of 18.89sec, with team-
mate Pichaya Kuratanasiri 
taking bronze.

In powerlifting, Wandee 
Kongmuang claimed gold in 
the women’s 50kg class after 
lifting 89kg.

In boccia, reigning Para-
lympic champions Thailand, 

Thais win four gold medals at Asian Para Games

led by Pattaya Thedthong, 
defeated China 5-3 in the 
BC1-2 category.

Somporn Muangsiri was 
second in the women’s event.

Javelin thrower Surang 
Kamsuk won Thailand’s first 
gold medal in Incheon on 
Sunday (October 19).

Thailand hope to bring 
home 25 gold medals and fin-
ish in the top sixth overall in 
Incheon. Thailand were fifth 
with 20 gold medals at the 
inaugural Asian Para Games 
in Guangzhou in 2010.

About 4,500 athletes from 
41 countries are competing in 
23 sports at the second Asian 
Para Games which end today 
(October 24). 

Bangkok Post 

Powerlifter Wandee Kong-
muang celebrates winning 
gold in the women’s 50kg 
division. Photo: Bangkok Post

Ney Fabiano attempts a a header during the FA Cup match 
earlier this year between Phuket and Ayutthaya back in 
April. Phuket lost 4-3. Photo: JP Mestanza

Yusuke Sato and Ney Fabiano celebrate after Sato scores 
against Roi Et United last Saturday. Photo: Phuket FC website

ing with the Thailand U16 
squad since April was with 
the team during the AFC U16 

Championship in September. 
“Jassada has done amazing. 

I never belive... we never ever 
get this kind of level so early,” 
Hannu Tuukanen, Football 
Director at YFH, said earlier 
this year of Jassada’s progress.

For several years, YFH 
has sent boys to train with 
the club’s youth team to hone 
their skills. 

In 2012, YFH sent over 
Wuttichai Sooksen and Sut-
tipong Yaifai. Both players are 
now on the Phuket FC roster.


