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CRICKET

Phuket FC set sights on home opener after first win 
FOOTBALL
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THE 2015 RONINS WILL 
finally head out to the Surakul 
Stadium pitch this Sunday 
(February 22) as they play 
their first home match of the 
Yamaha League-1 season 
against BBCU (7pm kick-off).

Phuket FC already have 
three points on the table 
thanks to some slick passing 
and quick finishing on the 
road at Trat FC during the 
season opener last Saturday 
(February 14).

Midfielder Wasan Saman-

sin (No. 12) polished off a 
beautiful passing sequence 
from the top of the box to 
put the Ronins up in the 

18th minute of the match 
last Saturday (Februray 14) 
at Trat Stadium.

The pass came from Pati-

pat Armatantri (No. 25), who 
gave a quick flick from the 
outside of his boot towards 
a surging Wasan, who only 

needed two touches to find 
the back of the net. 

But Trat wasn’t going 
down that easy. 

In the middle of the sec-
ond half, striker Piya Kue-
awan (No. 26) found himself 
with the ball just behind the 
Ronins’ defense. As Phuket 
FC defender Samsen Nima 
(No. 3) barrelled down be-
hind him, Piya’s shot was 
sent wide left.

In the 58th minute, the 
White Elephants would earn 
a free kick just outside the 
box. New Phuket goalkeeper, 
Piyawat Intarapim (No. 19) 
made a great diving save to 
the far left post to secure the 
1-0 victory for the Ronins. 

Class Act Media is a proud 
media partner.

(Left) Wasan Samansin 
scores (above) Coach Daeng 
celebrates. Photos: Phuket FC

Born in refugee camps 
and nurtured in the 
midst of bloody civil 

strife, Afghanistan’s cricketers 
reach another landmark on 
their extraordinary journey 
on Wednesday (February 18) 
when they made their World 
Cup debut against Bangladesh.

Cricket came to Afghani-
stan from neighbouring Paki-
stan, where countless Afghans 
fled following the 1979 Soviet 
invasion of their homeland. 

Mohammad Nabi, now 
Afghanistan’s captain, was one 

of those who learnt the game 
in exile, having first played 
cricket as a 10-year-old in a 
refugee camp in Pakistan, 
before the sport came across 
the border when the Taliban 
fell in 2001.

Now, the game has flour-
ished to such an extent that 
cricket is Afghanistan’s most 
popular sport.

Not that cricket is insu-
lated from the political and 
security issues that are a part 
of every day life in Afghani-
stan, as Nabi knows only too 
well.

Driving from Jalalabad to 
a team training camp in Kabul 

in May 2013, Nabi saw his 
father’s car abandoned by the 
roadside and was told by of-
ficials: “Somebody kidnapped 
your dad.”

Three months passed be-
fore the kidnappers were 
caught and Nabi’s father re-
leased unharmed.

“They are thinking Nabi 
is a big cricketer, he has a lot 
of money. That is why they 
took my dad,” the Afghanistan 
skipper explained.

Afghanistan’s fans have 
quickly become as passionate 
as those of established Asian 
giants India and Pakistan, 
with many who enthusiasti-

cally followed Wednesday’s 
(February 18) match in Can-
berra via radio, television and 
social media.

The team gave their coun-
try something to root for as 
they marked their World Cup 
debut by holding Bangladesh 
to 267 all out at Canberra’s 
Manuka Oval on Wednesday 
(February 18). Several Afghan 
bowlers took two wickets 
apiece, while wicketkeeper 
Afsar Zazai impressed behind 
the stumps.

The Phuket News went 
to print before the end of the 
match on Wednesday (Febru-
ary 18).

Bangladesh, Afghanistan clash 
has more than meets the eye

Pool A
Team Played Won Lost N/R R/R Points

1 New Zealand 2 2 0 0 +2.62 4

2 Australia 1 1 0 0 +2.22 2

3 Afghanistan 0 0 0 0 0 0

4 Bangladesh 0 0 0 0 0 0

5 Sri Lanka 1 0 1 0 -1.96 0

6 England 1 0 1 0 -2.22 0

7 Scotland 1 0 1 0 -3.04 0

Pool B
Team Played Won Lost N/R R/R Points

1 India 1 1 0 0 +1.52 2

2 South Africa 1 1 0 0 +1.24 2

3 Ireland 1 1 0 0 0.62 2

4 UAE 0 0 0 0 0 0

5 West Indies 1 0 1 0 -0.62 0

6 Zimbabwe 1 0 1 0 -1.24 0

7 Pakistan 1 0 1 0 -1.52 0

CRICKET WORLD CUP 2015

THE GAME 
GOES ON Bangladesh bowler Rubel 

Hossain (R) celebrates taking 
the wicket of Afsar Zazai of Af-
ghanistan (L) during the Pool 
A 2015 Cricket World Cup 
match between Afghanistan 
and Bangladesh in Canberra. 
Photo: AFP/Peter Parks. 


