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Run #1520: Saturday, April 
11 at 4pm
Hares: Thai Connection & 
Cartoon
Location: Kathu - Tessaban 
One School nearby Phuket 
Mining Museum
Directions: From Kathu 
Caltex station toward Loch 
Palm Golf continue past 
Kathu Waterfall light ap-
proximately 400 m then 
turn LEFT toward Brit-
ish International School 
& Phuket Mining Mu-
seum. Continue 3.8 km 
and turn RIGHT HHH into 
School area & laager site.  
From Rt 402 turn on Rt 

Phuket swimmer Fukang 
takes national record

JP Mestanza
editor2@classactmedia.co.th

WHEN BRITISH INTER- 
national School, Phuket swim-
mer Fukang Wong touched the 
water at the Malaysian Open 
Swimming Championships 
on March 26, very few at the 
Bukit Jalil Aquatic Centre in 
Kuala Lumpur thought they 
were about to witness history. 

The 16-year-old started 
fast and finished at an intense 
pace. Fukang would later tell 
The Phuket News that he just 
wanted to go fast – real fast.

But he didn’t realise that, 
by the time he left the water, 
he had broken a 15-year-old 
Malaysian open swim record 
for the men’s 100M breast-
stroke.

“I honestly didn’t expect 
to qualify for the world cham-
pionships or Olympics. I just 
want to go as fast as I can. So 
I was really surprised when I 
saw the time I got,” Fukang 
said. 

He clocked in at 1:02:56 
to beat former record-holder 
Elvin Chia’s mark of 1:02:59 
set in 2000. The time qualifies 
Fukang for several events. 

If you ask the coaches of 
the High Performance Team 
at BISP, where Fukang has 

With less than three 
months to go until 
the 10th edition of 

the Laguna Phuket Interna-
tional Marathon (LPIM) on 
June 7, the family friendly 
event is set to be sold out with 
growing numbers of runners.  

Since registrations opened 
in September last year, more 
than a thousand runners have 
booked their slot to “run para-
dise”, an increase of 20 per 
cent. Entries will be open until 
the end of May, but with the 
increase in early registrations, 
the organisers expect the total 
entry limit of 6,000 runners to 
be reached before the deadline.

“Running is booming in 
Thailand right now and this 
is not only reflected in the 
sharp increase in entries for 
our event, but can be seen at 
other major running events all 
over the country which are all 
selling out at record pace now,” 
said Roman Floesser, Events 

STARTING THE 2015 SEA-
son off in fantastic form, 
Phuket United are at top of 
the 14-team table of the Futsal 
Thailand Premier League, 
with six points and a goal dif-
ference of +3, following their 
2-1 win on April 4, away to 
Samut Prakarn.

Scoring for the Anda-
man Pearl back-to-back were 
Jackson Santos and Pratchaya 
Simanta in the 18th and 19th 
minute while Samut Prakarn’s 
Ulit Rotnakan scored his side’s 

trained and studied for the past 
six months, it’s no accident.

“[Fukang] has done a really 
great job of dialing in, focus-
ing on what the wants, and his 
performance has really keyed 
him in to having the mentality 
of possibly making it to Rio 
[2016 Olympics],” said coach 
Chris Gaffney. 

Gaffney says Fukang’s 
standout performance has 
infected the rest of the squad 
as well.

“It’s affected a lot of our 
kids. Their all getting better, 
they all see it and they all feel 
it. We really make sure our 
kids have clear cut goals and 
it’s our job to make sure they 
are on track. For someone like 
Fukang to come in and do this 
well, not just in the water but 
academically, it’s great.”

Fukang has competed in 
the Southeast Asia Games 
as well as the Asian Youth 
Games, among other big 
events. Swimming along-
side Malaysian teammate 
Eric Tan, Fukang – who has 
been swimming since age six 
and competitively since age 
nine – says he still has better 
days ahead.

“I am competitive. Swim-
ming is a good way to express 
myself. I want to win so I train 
hard and it helps me keep onto 
my goals,” he said. 

Director from organiser Go 
Adventure Asia. 

Apart from the marathon, 
there will be a half marathon, 
10.5km run, a 5km community 
walk as well as a 2km kid’s run, 
giving everyone an opportunity 
to participate. All races start 
and finish at Laguna Grove, 
Laguna Phuket. 

LPIM, which began in 
2006, is currently Thailand’s 

More info: phuket-hhh.com

3030 past British Interna-
tional school and continue 
toward Loch Palm. Beyond 
the Mining Museum 100 
m turn LEFT HHH into Tes-
saban school & laager site.
Bus pick-up: Kamala (Baan 
Rim Klong) at 2:30pm; 
Patong (Expat Hotel) 3pm

Laguna Phuket 
International on 
track to sell out

second largest international 
marathon event to ever reach 
over 1,000 participants in the 
full marathon (42km) category.

“In addition to the vibrant 
and energetic ambience the 
Laguna Phuket International 
Marathon brings to our desti-
nation each year, the event has 
been a great platform to raise 
funds for Laguna Phuket Foun-
dation, supporting the worthy 

cause of implementing sus-
tainable social programmes,” 
enthused Mr. Ravi Chandran, 
Managing Director of Laguna 
Phuket.

Online registration is avail-
able until May 31 or until sell 
out. Visit lagunaphuket.com/
events/marathon or phuket-
marathon.com with special 
accommodation deals at La-
guna Phuket hotels.  

Phuket on top after 
week two victory

only goal on 32 minutes.
A new Futsal Thailand 

turn-out record was set this 
past weekend in Surat Thani’s 
match with CAT FC, as a total 
of 4,600 futsal fans packed 
the indoor futsal stadium in 
Surat Thani.

The previous record was 
held by Phuket when they 
hosted Chonburi Blue Wave 
last June in front of 3,476 
fans at the Saphan Hin Indoor 
Sports Centre.

And, now the only other 
team to also have six points 
is the reigning champs, Chon-
buri, who Phuket will host in 

their next match on April 18 
at Saphan Hin Sports Centre.  

Bringing the record back 
to Phuket is not likely since 
the maximum capacity of the 
centre is only 4,000 seats. 

- Steven Layne 

Class Act Media are media 
partners with Phuket United

All FTPL Results
Week 2

Samut Prakarn 1-2 Phuket Utd
Khon Kaen 2-2 Ayuthaya City
Nakhon Ratchasima 1-1 Thai Port
Chonburi 4-3 Royal Navy
Nonthaburi 5-7 Samut Sakhon
Sisaket 2-6 Bangkok FC
Suratthani 4-4 CAT FC
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