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FUTSAL

Thailand, Australia football teams 
prep for Asian Games in Phuket

Four national teams of 
the Asian Football Con-
federation – Thailand, 

Australia, Myanmar and Qa-
tar – are set to visit Phuket 
later this month, and early 
September, to play a round of 
friendly international matches 
in preparation for the 17th 
Asian Games.

Also known as the Asiad, 
the competition is one of 
the world’s largest continen-
tal sporting events and will 

take place in Incheon, South 
Korea from September 19 to 
October 4.

All four warm-up matches, 
to be played at Surakul Sta-
dium in Phuket Town:

 August 30 – 4:30pm 
Thailand vs Myanmar

 September 3 – 6:00pm 
Thailand vs Qatar

 September 7 – 4pm 
Thailand vs Phuket mixed 
team

 September 7 – 6:30pm 
Qatar vs Australia

The Phuket News caught 
up with Football Association 
of Thailand president and 
FIFA executive committee 
member, Worawit Makudi last 

week to discuss the decision 
to stage the matches in Phuket

“Firstly, we have good 
connections and relation-
ships here in Phuket [with 
Phuket FC, local government 
and the Sports Authority of-
fice]. Moreover, Phuket is an 
ideal place with outstanding 
facilities.

“The [Surakul] stadium is 
a great pitch to play on and 
train as is the British Inter-
national School Phuket. We 
need good facilities for our 
preparation” he said, adding 
that the Thai National Squad 
will train at both Surakul Sta-
dium and BISP during their 
week-long stay on the island.

Chiang Mai’s Lanna Tigers pounce on Phuket FC

PHUKET FC DROPPED ONE 
spot, into 13th place of the 
18-team Yamaha League-1, 
following a 1-0 defeat to Chi-
angmai FC last Saturday (Au-
gust 9) at Surakul Stadium.

Both sides fought tooth 
and nail for the result, with 
boomerang like play keep-
ing the crowd of some 3,000 
spectators – 100 or so having 
travelled 30-hours on a bus 
from the northern Thai pro-
vincial capital – on their toes.

Playing without Phuket 

DESPITE OUTSCORING 
their opponents 15 goals to six 
in their final three matches, 
the island’s professional five-
a-side squad, Phuket United, 
finished 4th place on the final 
weekend of the Futsal Thailand 
Premier League 2014 season. 

After winning 6-2 in their 
final home game on August 
3 against Khon Kaen, United 
were still in the hunt for the 
2nd place spot on the table 
along with both Thai Port and 
Siam Navy. 

Un i t ed  back slapped 
Suphanburi on August 6 in 
an 8-2 victory, giving the 
team three vital points (total 
of 60 points) on their way to 
the final showdown against 
Thai Port just four days later. 

With both Siam Navy (63 
points) and Thai Port (62 
points) still in charge, United 
needed a win in the worst way 
in order to leapfrog both teams 
to claim 2nd place (Chonburi 
Blue Wave had long-secured 
the top spot and finished the 
season with 85 points).

captain Wasan Natasan who 
was suspended for an al-
leged slapping incident during 
the last home match against 
BBCU, it was the visitors 
whose efforts yielded a goal, 
when in the 76th minute, 
Rungrat Phumjuntuek scored 

Phuket came into the game 
at full strength with the second 
highest goal differential in the 
league (+57) and were sure to 
win a tie-breaker with Navy 
if both teams had the same 
number of points. 

Still, Thai Port woke up in 
front of their home crowd and 
defeated Phuket United 2-1 
in a low-scoring affair. With 
the win, Thai Port secured 
2nd place, while Siam Navy 
finished 3rd, and Phuket 4th. 

The finish is still one spot 
higher than Phuket finished 
last year (5th in the standings) 
their first time in the FTPL. 

Class Act Media is a proud 
media partner of Phuket 
United.

the match’s only goal.
The win gave the Lanna 

Tigers 40 points after 25 
matches in the 34-fixture 
season, elevating them one 
spot into 5th place.

Phuket have lost their 
last four matches at home 

– three league matches and 
one friendly, and now with 
31 points, the Ronins are only 
six points ahead of 15th place 
Nakhon Pathom, the last of 
four relegation spots.

Asked about his club’s two 
upcoming matches – against 
Nakhon Pathom United away 
(August 16) and 1st placed Na-
khon Ratchasma FC at home 
(August 24) – Phuket FC Head 
Coach Reuther Moreira said, 
“I’m not afraid of any team. 
We’ve got a good team and we 
will do our best to prepare for 
our opponents ... Our goal now 
is to not get relegated and stay 
in the League One, so we’re 
going to train hard.”

Phuket United finish 
season in fourth place


