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RUNNING

AS THE HOME OF TRI-
athlon training in Phuket, 
Thanyapura has a big interest in 
developing the next generation 
of superstar triathletes. This 
is why, on April 4, they will 
host their annual Thanyapura 
Superkidz Triathlon with com-
petitors from all skill levels. 

Participants will be di-
vided into several categories, 
including Junior (ages 6–8), 
Intermediate (ages 9–12) and 
Senior (ages 13–18). The event 
will begin at 8:30am for Ju-
niors followed by 8:50am for 
Intermediate participants and 
9:30am for the Seniors.

These “mini-triathletes” 
will be surrounded by the 
Khao Phra Thaew National 
Park as they bike and run after 

swimming in Thanyapura’s 
50 meter Olympic standard 
outdoor pool. 

The Junior division will 
perform a 50m swim, 3km 
bike ride and 500m run while 
the Intermediate division has 
a 150m swim, 6km bike ride 
and a 1,500m run on tap. Mean-
while, the Senior are expected 
to complete a 300m swim, 
12km bike ride and 3,000m run.

The event is supported by 
the Thalang Police Authority, 
Chief of Thalang District, and 
Thanyapura. Entry fee is B800 
for Thanyapura members, 
B1,000 for non-members, and 
B2,100 (B700 for three athletes) 
for the the relay events. 

To register for the Thanyapura 
Superkidz Triathlon 2015, 
please visit thanyapura.com/
events.

Superkidz set for April 4

Top anglers honoured after RBFC Sport 
Fishing Classic 2015 competition

ABOUT 140 ANGLERS  
from around the world took 
part in three days of hard fish-
ing at the annual Sport Fish-
ing Thailand 2015 “Classic” 
hosted by the Rawai Beach 
Fishing Club (RBFC). The 
top anglers were honoured 
last Saturday (March 21) at 
Kan Eang@Pier restaurant 
in Chalong as renowned UK 
fishing personality John Wilson 
presented the awards.

Participants from as far as 
Canada, England, Australia, 
Hong Kong, Singapore and 
the United States took part 
in the annual event, which 
was somewhat of a pleasant 
surprise for guest of honour 
Wilson. 

“I’m amazed. It’s great, the 
fact that I didnt expect to see 
so many int’l anglers here and 

Even though a good 
chunk of the 1,000 run-
ners that registered for 

the Supersports 10Miles In-
ternational Run 2015 lined 
up before dawn last Sunday 
(March 22), there could only 
be one winner. 

Kenyan runner Geoffrey 
Birgan finished the race in 50 
minutes and 10 seconds after a 
fast start that culminated in a 
visit to the top of the podium 
at Thanyapura Phuket. 

“Yes I feel good about win-
ning. There were many hills 
in the course which made it 

so many people that I know, 
it’s been wonderful,” said 
Wilson, who hosted a fishing 
TV show on Channel 4 in the 
UK for 20 years. 

Phuket Fishing.ru took the 
overall award, accumulating 90 
points, in addition to garnering 
the Top Tuna (15.4kg caught 
by Matvey Sumatov) and Top 
Barracuda (11.6kg caught by 
Viktor Ivanov) prizes. The 
Russian team also came run-
ner-up in the Trevally (13.kg, 
caught by Potapov) and Tuna 
categories (9.1kg caught by 
Alex Odintsov). 

difficult but luckily I continued 
my pace which helped me win 
today,” Birgan told The Phuket 
News after the competition.  

The event saw several run-
ners from both Thailand and 
countries abroad compete 
across different categories, 
including the 10 miles (16km), 

Meanwhile, last year’s top 
overall team – Fish Darwin – 
came 4th overall with 40 points 
although they did take the top 
prize in the Other Species cat-
egory with an 11.6kg Grouper 
caught by Craig Moxley.

Other winners included 
Peter Goyter of The Extruders 
team that took the Top Marlin 
award with a 2.35m beast, 
Dave Pearc of PGFC with a 
1.95m Sailfish, Gordon Little 
of the Reel Men with the Top 
Wahoo that weighed 9.6kg. 
In addition, Mike Wilder of 
the Oily Reelers won the Top 

Mackerel award with a 10.1kg 
fish and a Greg Farrant of The 
Reel Men won the top Dorado 
that weighed 5.1kg. 

“I’ve lived here for a year 
and a half now and I didnt 
expect there to be such an 
organised fishing club in south-
ern Thailand, its a pleasant 
surprise.. the future of fishing 
in Thailand looks very good 
indeed.”

At the end of the event, 
RBFC President Dave “Flob” 
Roberts announced that the 
club would change it’s name to 
the Phuket Game Fishing Club.

POUNDING  
THE PAVEMENT 

5 mile (8km), 2 mile (3.2), 
and 500 meter fun run for 
kids. Toon, the lead singer of 
the popular Thai rock band 
Bodyslam, also took part in 
the 10 miles event, in addition 
to Ironman Chris McCormack 
and superstar triathlete Jurgen 
Zack. “I knew if I kept a strong 

Male winners
1. Geoffrey Birgan – 50 minutes 

and 10 seconds

2. Paul Kimani Wambui – 52 

minutes and 9.7 seconds

3. Boonthung Srisun – 54 minutes 

and 31.8 seconds

Female winners
1. Cynthia Chelangat Towett  - 1 

hour, 1 minute and 55 seconds

2. Natthaya Thanaronnawat – 1 

hour, 2 minutes and 8 seconds

3. Jane Vongvorachoti – 1 hour, 2 

minutes and 39 seconds

pace I could remain ahead and 
I’m happy to finish number one 
today,” said Cynthia Chelangat 
Towett, a 26-year-old Kenyan 
who was the first female to 
finish the race with a time of 
one hour, one minute and 55 
seconds. 

A mix of expats, Thai na-
tionals and international run-
ners competed in the event, 
which usually takes place in 
Bangkok. This was the first 
Supersports 10Miles Inter-
national Run to take place in 
Phuket. 

At the conclusion of the 
event, Thanyapura CEO Philip 
Graff von Hardenburg told the 
crowd that the competition 
will become an annual event 
at Thanyapura Phuket.


