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GYMNASTICS
China wins sixth 
world title
China gambled on tough rou-
tines to snatch a record sixth 
straight world gymnastics 
men’s team title on Tuesday, 
overtaking arch-rivals Japan 
at the last minute in front of 
a roaring home crowd.

China, who also won 
the 2008 and 2012 Olym-
pic titles, finished the six-
apparatus team competition 
with 273.369 points – just 
0.1 points ahead of Japan at 
the world championships in 
the southern Chinese city of 
Nanning.

The United States came 
in third with 270.369 points, 
with Br itain four th on 
269.170. AFP

SWIMMING
Phelps banned six 
months
Olympic gold medallist 
swimmer Michael Phelps, 
arrested last week for drunk 
driving, was banned for six 
months by USA Swimming 
and dropped from the 2015 
World Championships.

Monday’s (October 6) 
punishments came six days 
after Phelps was apprehended 
by police in his hometown of 
Baltimore and charged with 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol, excessive speed 
and crossing the center line 
while driving inside a tunnel.

Phelps will still be al-
lowed to train with his club, 
but cannot compete in USA 
Swimming-sanctioned com-
petitions through March 6, 
2015. He had also announced 
he was to enter a rehab facil-
ity. AFP

RUGBY LEAGUE
Aussie Thurston 
out of Four Nations
Australian rugby league star 
Johnathan Thurston was 
ruled out of the upcoming 
Four Nations tournament, 
which begins in Brisbane 
on October 25, the latest 
high-profile injury to hit the 
Kangaroos.

The Test stand-off, who 
this year won Australian 
National Rugby League’s 
highest individual honour, the 
Dally M Medal, for the third 
time, will miss the competi-
tion due to a shoulder injury.

Also ruled out of the com-
petition, which includes New 
Zealand, England and Samoa, 
are Australians Billy Slater, 
Brett Morris and Matt Scott 
with shoulder injuries while 
Darius Boyd, Paul Gallen, 
Nate Myles and James Tamou 
are also unavailable. AFP

TENNIS
Aussie Open 
boosts prize money
The Australian Open’s prize 
money will swell 10 percent 
to A$36.3 million (B1billion) 
next year, organisers said 
last week.

Winners of both the men’s 
and women’s singles Grand 
Slam final will take home 
Aus$3.0 million (B85 mil-
lion), Tennis Australia said. 
The Australian Open, the 
first Grand Slam of the year, 
will take place at Melbourne 
Park from January 19 to 
February 1.

“For the past few years 
we’ve taken the Australian 
Open trophies through China 
and Asia as an exercise to 
build awareness of the event 
and the sport,” Tennis Aus-
tralia’s commercial director 
Richard Heaselgrave said. 
AFP
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Surf season begins its annual wind down

IT’S BEEN A DIFFERENT 
surf season this year on 
Phuket’s beaches. 

The Thai Army re-land-
scaping the beach fronts has 
created a different atmosphere 
in and around the beaches. 

Also, the military has pro-
hibited many outdoor events 
which has meant no Phuket 
surf competitions this year. 
However, this hasn’t stopped 

water enthusiasts from still 
embracing the waves and 
being able to enjoy being in 

the ocean. 
Without having a chance to 

formally host an exhibition of 

Phuket’s local surfers, you only 
need to grab a picnic lunch 
and watch from any beach the 
display of raw talent. Local 
Phuket surfers are without a 
doubt improving every week 
and we are seeing some great 
natural talent. 

Surf season is nearly reach-
ing its end so make sure you 
take every opportunity to get 
out to the ocean. October and 
November produces some 
small, clean surfing conditions 
perfect for beginners to get 
involved.

Happy Surfing!
Tim Campbell

Phuket Vagabonds victorious in the rain

LOCAL RUGBY UNION 
squad the Phuket Vagabonds 
destroyed Prince of Song-
kla Rugby from Hat Yai last 
Saturday (October 4) with a  
68-0 thumping in the first leg 
of the 2015 Southern Thai 
Championship at Thanyapura 
in northern Phuket.

Torrential rain over the 
previous few days couldn’t 
dampen the rugby spirit as 
both teams got stuck in with 
the home side relishing the 

playing conditions and tak-
ing an early lead which they 
would continue to build on 
throughout the half to lead 
29-0 at half time.

The Vagabonds ran riot 
in the 2nd half to run out 68 
points to nil winners against 
the Prince of Songkla Rugby 
with five tries from captain 
Darryn Mathee leading the 
way and a brace from Rucus 
Malan. Other try scorers in a 
dominant display were Michael 
Whippy, Justin Swart, Charin 
Daothong (Lek), Aaron Read-
ing and Adam Victor.

Although the scoreline 
favoured the home side, all 

credit to The Prince of Songkla 
Rugby team for putting up 
a strong fight and making a 
good game of it.

The Vagabonds are now 
well set to retain the trophy 
in the return leg in Hat Yai 
later in the year.

Pro scouts to come out 
for Phuket rugby camp

Young rugby players 
with dreams of going 
to the big leagues have 

the chance to get their foot in 
the door with “Pathway to Pre-
miership”, an intense four-day 
rugby training camp in front of 
professional scouts that takes 
place from October 23 to 26.  

Mike Penistone, the former 
Head of Elite Player Develop-
ment at Leicester Tigers, will 
lead the camp –  to be held 
at Thanyapura Sports Club – 
which is designed for players 

between the ages of 11 to 18 
years old.

“Mike has years of experi-
ence at all levels of the game. 
He knows how to improve 
individual performance and 
can identify the skills and 
attitude needed to be success-
ful at a higher level,” said Pat 
Cotter, one of the organisers 
of the camp and a mainstay in 
the Phuket rugby community.

Two standouts from previ-
ous camps include Mai and 
Satong – young locals who 
were brought to Sydney for 
a four-day camp and who 
stood out in their age group 
in Australia.

“The local boys only need 

opportunity and our camps 
are designed to create that 
opportunity,” Cotter added.

Scouts from the Leicester 
Tigers rugby club, from the 
Aviva Premiership in England, 
will also be in attendance to 
source the local talent which 
could potentially lead to op-
portunities abroad for lucky 
Phuketians. Cotter also said 
he has been in talks with of-
ficials from the Northampton 
Saints, whose scouts may also 
attend though that has yet to 
be confirmed.

Youth players from as far as 
Hong Kong and Singapore are 
expected to attend the training 
camp in addition to the litany 

of participants from all over 
Thailand. “What you see is 
what you get and I passionately 
believe that one day soon that 
talent will be recognised at the 
highest level. My initial aim is 
to get a three week “experi-
ence” trial at one of the clubs 
mentioned and let’s take it from 
there,” Penistone said.

The cost of the camp is 
B12,000 with no room and 
B21,600 including a room at 
Thanyapura Sports Hotel. 

For more information, contact 
mike@globalrugbycoach.com 
or phuketrugby@gmail.com, 
or visit rugbycoachingconsul-
tancy.com.


