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superstar and Tiger Muay 
Thai’s own Roger Huerta came 
back with a bang on August 
29. The former UFC fighter 
took care of an undefeated 
Christian Holley in the first 

PHUKET SPORT

The island attracts top 
athletes from around 
the world and produces 

premier competitors across a 
wide range of sports. It’s been 
a big year for several Phuket-
based athletes. 

Here is a look back at our 
competitor’s top moments of 
2014 away from the island...

BISP swimmers  
compete everywhere

The crop of student-athletes at 
the High Performance Swim 
Academy at British Interna-
tional School Phuket have 
competed in both the Youth 
Olympic Games (Roxanne Yu) 
and the World Short Course 
Championships, among other 
events. With national team 
swimmers from the Seychelles, 
Phillippines, Malaysia and 
Namibia, including several 
record holders, it’s safe to 
say these swimmers are just 
getting started.

RETROSPECTIVE:

Kid sailors at worlds
With training limited to one 
day a week, the kids from the 
Phuket Youth Sailing Club 
– most of whom live in the 
Phuket Sunshine Village for 
disadvantaged and orphaned 
children – have already taken 

part at the Zhik Topper World 
Championships in Wales back 
in August. Kartoon “Toon” 
Jundet (12) and Kuluk “Ta” 
Sarawuth (12) both finished 
5th and 7th overall respectively 
in the 4.2m class. It’s been a 
great year for the squad as 
they have also won the Phuket 
King’s Cup Dinghy Series and 
will compete in the Thailand 
National Optimist qualifiers.

Roger Huerta’s  
comeback

Despite a two-year layoff from 
professional fighting, MMA 

round with a TKO victory at 
ONE FC: Reign of Champi-
ons in Dubai. More is yet to 
come for the Phuketian as he 
continues to manage and train 
top fighters while continuing 
his comeback.

Phuket prodigy  
keeps winning

At just 12 years old, Vanchai 
“Mark” Luangnitikul is a golf 
prodigy. This was cemented 
when the Kajonkiet Interna-
tional School Phuket student 
tied for 4th place in the Junior 
World Golf Championship 
in San Diego, California in 
August, outperforming over 
1,000 international golfers. He 
followed that with the overall 
prize at the Singha Thailand 
Junior World Golf Champion-
ship in November. 

Full Metal Dojo 3
Phuket fighters went 3-2 at 
Full Metal Dojo 3 in Bang-
kok this past November, with 
Tiger Muay Thai leading the 
charge with three victories 
(Emalo Urrutia, Ali Motamed 
and Alex Schild). Phuket Top 
Team’s Youseff Wehbe and 
Maximum’s Tanabadee Sup-
parukephusakun both fought 
bravely in their tough bouts. 
The event also saw former 
Patong Boxing Stadium an-
nouncer Jon Nutt’s plans to 
fight Phuket-based Musa Con-
teh in February. Big things 
ahead.

YFH goes national
Some of the first wave of boys 
leaving the Youth Football 
Home for disadvantaged and 
orphaned children have already 
signed Thai Premier League 
contracts and been called up 
to the Thai national team. 
Wuttichai “Bell” Sooksen 
(19) joined the Thai U19 and 
U21 squads in addition to the 
TPL’s Osotspa M-150 FC. 
Phonlawat “Ae” Nanta (18) 
joined TPL’s Chonburi FC 
while Jassada Hongsawong 
(15) and Nithiwat Boonsing 
(16) both joined the Thai U16 
squad earlier this year. 

Phuketians abroad in 2014

BISP’s Felicity Passon, Jeremy Lin, Roxanne Yu, Jethro 
Chua and Lushano Lamprecht.  Photo: JP Mestanza
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