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Runner-up Thongchai 
hits career-high rank

THONGCHAI JAIDEE HAS 
moved up to a career-best 34th 
in the world rankings after 
finishing tied for second at 
the French Open last Sunday 
(July 6). 

The Thai was left to rue a 
nervy start where he dropped 
five shots in his first four holes 
before settling for joint second 
alongside American Kevin 
Stadler, one shot behind win-
ner Graeme McDowell.

The Northern Irishman 
became the first player since 
2005 to win back-to-back 
French Open titles following 
a drama-filled final round at 
Le Golf National.

Thongchai, 44, was on 
track to win his seventh Eu-
ropean Tour title as he started 
his final round four shots back 
of overnight leader Stadler.

However the uncharacter-
istic start by the Thai pegged 
him back severely before he 
steadied the ship to close his 
campaign with a one-over-
par 72.

“I couldn’t hole anything 
especially on the front nine as 

PHUKET UNITED REMAIN 
in second place following 
their 6-5 win over Bangkok 
FC last Saturday (July 5) at 
Saphan Hin Gymnasium in 
Phuket Town.

Leading the charge was 
United’s Thanakorn “Max” 
Piyaprichayut who found the 
back the net three times. 

The team, however, fell 
into a 2-0 hole early in the 
match as fans jeered at the 
Bangkok FC bench. Officials 
suspended play for several 
minutes due to unruly fans but, 
after play resumed, Phuket’s 
Brazilian stalwart, “Action” 
Jackson Santos, scored off a 
pass by Thanakorn.

After both teams returned 
from halftime break, United 
put up two quick scores to 

the weather was really bad,” 
he said.

“The most important thing 
this week is I’ve made a good 
jump on the world rankings, 
which is important,” said 
Thongchai, who moved five 
places up to 34th.

Thongchai, who won the 
Nordea Masters in Sweden for 
his sixth European Tour title 
last month, earned €260,565 
(B11.4 million).

Compatriot Kiradech Aphi-
barnat, the other Thai at the 
French Open who finished tied 
for 43rd, dropped to 101th from 
96th in the world rankings.

Thongchai and Kiradech 
will take part in the British 
Open next week. Bangkok 
Post/Agencies

give themselves a lead they 
never relinquished.

The win keep Phuket 
United in second in the Fut-
sal Thailand Premier League 
with 50 points, just one point 
above Siam Navy. 

The Phuket News went to 
print before Phuket United’s 
match against Chiang Mai on 
Wednesday (July 9). For the 
latest on Phuket United, visit 
thephuketnews.com. Class Act 
Media is a proud sponsor.

Siamurai Sato’s last 
second heroics give
Phuket FC the win

Japanese defender Yusuke 
Sato single-handedly gave 
Phuket FC a 1-0 victory 

over Ang Thong last Saturday 
(July 6) with his 90th minute 
score at Surakul Stadium in 
Phuket Town.

For most of the match, both 

teams were stuck in the mid-
field unable to create scoring 
opportunities.

Still, the match was not 
without controversy as Phuket 
striker Ney Fabiano scored a 
brilliant header in the second 
half to break the deadlock. 
The goal was annulled by the 
official, who said Fabiano was 
offsides. It wasn’t until Sato, 
who was lined up in front of 
Ang Thong’s goal in a despera-

tion play, scored with a header 
after Wasan Natasan lobbed 
the ball in the air for the Japan 
international. 

The game-winning goal 
was the first score for Sato in 
the 2014 Yamaha League-1 
season and helped avenge their 
loss at Ang Thong earlier in the 
year. On March 8, Ang Thong 
defeated Phuket after Ronins’ 
goalkeeper Adisak Doungsri 
fumbled the ball and allowed 

the Rice Warriors to score in 
the middle of the second half.

The win gives Phuket three 
much-needed points, lifting 
the team up to two spots for 8th 
place on the Yamaha League-1 
table with 28 points. 

This Saturday (July 12), 
Phuket FC travels to Bangkok 
for their away match against 
TTM Customs FC (6th place, 
29 points) at Lad Krabang 54 
Stadium, 4pm kick off.

United stroll to 6-2 
win over Bangkok FC


