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IT COULD BE WEEKS BEFORE 
doctors know how badly dam-
aged French Formula One driver 
Jules Bianchi’s brain is after his 
sickening crash in the Japanese 
Grand Prix, a specialist warned 
last week.

Extent of Bianchi injury unknown for weeks
“Jules remains in the Intensive 

Care Unit of the Mie General 
Medical Center in Yokkaichi. 
He has suffered a diffuse axonal 
injury and is in a critical but stable 
condition,” said a statement issued 
by the family and the hospital.

The 25-year-old Bianchi was 
knocked unconscious in a horrific 
high-speed crash into a recovery 
vehicle during last week’s rain-
sodden Japanese GP. He underwent 
emergency brain surgery, with 

doctors saying he was critically ill.
A diffuse axonal injury de-

scribes trauma that is spread across 
the brain, rather than in one place, 
and is caused by the shockwave 
from the sudden impact. 

“Generally speaking, doctors 
have to wait weeks or at least a 
month to give a prognosis of the 
injury or its after-effects,” said 
Shinji Nagahiro, professor of the 
Faculty of Medicine at the Univer-
sity of Tokushima in Japan. AFP

Three days after the acci-
dent, Jonathas Candido 
finally woke up.

Doctors told him how he 
had fallen asleep at the wheel 
and hit a pole, how he was 
impaled in the stomach in 
the wreck, how he was in a 
coma for three days, and that 
his injuries included, among 
other things, two broken legs 
and severed intestines.

But when they told him he 
had to retire from professional 
football, that hurt the most.

“That was really hard to 
accept – that was the worst 
part,” says Candido, now the 
Head Coach of the British 
International School Phuket 
– Cruzeiro Football Academy. 
“I didn’t want to believe that 
could happen with me but 
when I saw my body that 
way, I had to start thinking 
about different plans, different 
dreams.” 

That was in 2007, when a 
23-year-old Candido had been 
playing on-loan to a second 
division club in Brazil with 
the aim of returning to his 
beloved Cruzeiro Esporte Club 
the following year – the same 
place where he had grown 
up as part of the club’s youth 
academy. 

It took about four months 
for Candido to start walking 
again, all the while supported 
by his family, including his 
father Antonio – the man 

Second Act: close brush with
death gives coach new life

who led him to football in 
the first place. 

“He’s my hero, he still 
studies football and has his 
own academy in Brazil,” 
Jonathas says. Perhaps this 
is why he followed in his 
father’s footsteps and became 
a certified physical education 
teacher and football coach. 

Not long after his six 
month recovery, Candido 
was invited to re-join Cru-
zeiro as an assistant in the 
youth academy, a legendary 
program with over 200 play-
ers inside a massive complex 
in Belo Horizonte where the 
likes of Ronaldo, Maicon, and 

Dida had developed. There, 
he spent five years honing 
his coaching skills, leading 
the Under-13 to Under-20 
youth teams. 

As an alum of the acad-
emy, Candido had better in-
sight than most coaches.

“Its a different life as a 
football player, you have to 
eat healthy, have to go early 
to bed, you can’t go out much. 
It’s a different life,” Candido 
says.  

Now, the 31-year-old is 
leading the BISP/Cruzeiro 
Football Academy – a program 
that launched one year ago and 
includes 150 kids with eight 

squads ranging from Under-9 
to senior players – with the 
intention of helping develop 
world-class footballers and 
successful adults. 

“I don’t work with football 
to focus on my profesional 
career, I work with footbal 
because I love it and I want 
to give people the same op-
portuntiy I had. All I can do 
is give my advice to try to 
help young players become 
professionals,” Candido says.  

Since he first launched 
the program less than a year 
ago, Candido has brought in 
18 scholarship students, over-
saw the addition of assistant 

coaches from the BISP teach-
ing ranks, and is continuously 
pushing to face high-level 
competition around South-
east Asia. 

“Our goal is, when every-
body watches our games, they 
see our Under-9 team and our 
senior team, and they will see 
the same football, behaviour, 
tactics. I want to develop 
our model of the game for 
everybody.

So far, the program has 
hit the ground running with 
the Under-12 team taking 
third and the Under-14 tak-
ing second at the 2nd Annual 
National Youth Soccer Tour-

nament (organised by Phuket 
Soccer Schools) last month 
– the first major competition 
for the new academy.

Candido’s zeal of creating 
a successful program was 
embedded into him by his 
father, whom he still calls 
every week for advice on 
coaching. In some ways, 
nearly losing his life seven 
years ago has made Candido 
an even better coach.

“When you have a dream 
and have to stop it’s not easy. 
I have a lot of faith in God. 
He opened another door for 
me ... you never know what 
happens tomorrow” he says.

Jonathas Candido, Head Coach of the BISP Cruzeiro Football 
Academy, trains over 150 kids in the program. Photo: BISP


