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Fans celebrate as 
Phuket United win final 
home game  >page 27

FOOTBALL

STAGE IS SET 
FOR EPL, 

THAILAND 
LEGENDS

Surakul Stadium will 
see a double-dose of 
legendary action as for-

mer English Premier League 
(EPL) players face-off against 
a team of ex-Thailand national 
stars this Sunday (August 10). 

The team of EPL players 
arrived earlier this week and 
have toured all-over Phuket, 
hosting football clinics for 
children across the island and 
meeting with fans. 

Among the list of former 
premier league players that will 
grace the field during the Emer-
al EPL Masters Tour of Phuket 
2014 will be Robbie Fowler 
(Liverpool, 2002 FIFA World 

Cup), Paul Parker (Manchester 
United, 1990 World Cup), Lee 
Sharpe (Manchester United) 
and Louis Saha (Manchester 
United, 2006 FIFA Wold Cup).

The match will mark the 
first time ex-EPL players will 
be playing in Phuket against 
Thai legends, including Pi-

yapong Pue-on and Kittisak 
Senamuang (Zico).

The team of former Man-
chester United, Liverpool, 
and other EPL players will 
be appearing at Nikki Beach 
that evening (August 9) as well 
as sampling some of the best 
cuisine in Phuket at a number 

of the island’s restaurants.
Unfortunately, the tour has 

announced that ex-Glasgow 
Celtic star Pierre Van Hooij-
donk has dropped out due to 
his recent appointment as the 
new Dutch national team coach. 
Former Sheffield Wednesday 
stalwart David Hirst will serve 

Olé: UD Almeria scores three in historic Phuket match
FOOTBALL

THE “GOLES” CAME LATE BUT 
quickly.

In a wet and wild affair on Surakul 
Stadium soil in Phuket Town, Spanish 
La Liga team UD Almeria were able to 
get their footing in the second half and 
came away with a 3-1 win over Phuket 
FC on Wednesday (August 6).

The match was part of the LFP 
Global Challenge, the La Liga’s effort 
to promote the Spanish style of play, 
their teams, league and players. This 
also marked the first-time a European 
top-flight club played a match on the 
island.

A torrential downpour early in the 
game made it difficult for both teams 
to make runs and set-up shots. Phuket 
took advantage, however, as they played 

tested Almeria’s defense in the first half. 
Striker Ney Fabiano whiffed an open 

opportunity in the first ten minutes of 
the match, followed by another chance 
by Andres “Andrezinho” Lopes chance 
from the left side of the field.

From there on it was all UD Al-
meria as Thailand national team star 
Teerasil Daengda – a recent transfer 
to Almeria – touched the ball several 
times in front of Phuket’s goal, despite 
being blanketed by Japanese defender 

Yusuke Sato.
In the second half, Almeria scored 

three goals within 15 minutes which 
fueld the fire for the local club.

Phuket’s Cristian Alex answered 
by cutting through the defense and 
setting-up local boy Eakkartit Somjit 
for a consolation goal with just five 
minutes left to play. 

“I believe the game was important 
for Phuket, and also Thailand, since 
the level of team that Almeria is can 
only help our players to want to work 
hard and see what can be achieved,” 
said Phuket coach Reuther Moreira 
after the match. 

Next up, Phuket FC take on Chiang 
Mai FC in Surakul Stadium on Saturday 
(August 9) at 6:30pm.

Class Act Media is a proud media 
partner of Phuket FC.

as Van Hooijdonk’s replace-
ment. 

Many of the island’s  
dignitaries will be at Sunday’s 
(August 10) match between 
the Thai and English Premier 
League legends with dance and 
ball juggling entertainment 
before the game and during 

half time.
Gates open at 4:30pm 

and kick-off is scheduled for 
6:15pm. Tickets are B200, B300 
and B1,000 each, and avail-
able at various outlets around 
Phuket, including Tiny Coffee, 
Tiny Mart, all McDonald’s 
outlets, Emerald Phuket De-
velopment booths and Surakul 
Stadium in Phuket Town on 
match day.

Ticke ts  can also be 
purchsed online at phuket-
ticketmaster.com or by call-
ing 086-7766166. For more 
information visit www.mas-
tersfootball.com. 

Class Act Media is a proud 
media partner of the Emerald 
EPL Masters Tour Phuket 2014.
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