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MMA

Thailand’s fight capital 

Once the new AKA 
Thailand gym in 
Rawai fully opens its 

doors in early March, Phuket 
can probably claim to be the 
undisputed number one desti-
nation for mixed martial arts 
training in the region.

For some time, the island 
has been a big player in the 
Southeast Asian and inter-
national MMA scene, but as 
AKA Thailand founder and 
professional fighter Mike Swick 
says, the sky’s the limit.

“We want people to travel 
to Phuket because the MMA 
programme is at such a high 
level they will come here for 
that, as well as Muay Thai and 
everything that comes with 
living in Phuket,” says Swick, 
a nine-year UFC veteran.

Based out of San Jose, 
California, the original AKA 

– which stands for American 
Kickboxing Academy – has 
produced a litany of top fight-
ers, including current UFC 
Heavyweight champion Cain 
Velasquez, Olympic wrestler 
Daniel Cormier, and former 
Strikeforce Lightweight cham-
pion Josh Thomson.

The new facility sits on 
5 rai of land surrounded by 
green hills in Rawai, and will 
boast one of the largest matted 

indoor training areas in Asia. 
In addition, the camp is close 
to completion on a two-storey 
building that they will use 
for strength and conditioning 
as well as yoga classes and 
CrossFit sessions. 

“We are going to have ev-
erything on site, from accom-
modation and a tour desk to a 
lounge area where our students 
can watch our fighters. I think it 

brings some uniqueness to the 
facility,” says Gym Manager 
Adrian Shead.

With plans to include not 
only Muay Thai and MMA 
training, but also Brazilian 
Jiu Jitsu under second degree 
Black Belt Marco Machado, 
the camp expects to be a hub 
for fighters across Asia. 

The expectations are so 
high, that Wang Sai – a con-

testant on The Ultimate Fighter 
China, a UFC reality show – 
chose to prepare for his March 
1 welterweight fight in Macau 
at AKA Thailand before con-
struction was even complete. 
If he wins, the youngster will 
win a contract to the sport’s 
premier promotion.

“This is a good place to 
evolve and grow as a fighter 
under a proven formula,” Swick 

says.
Javier Mendez, who founded 

the original AKA in California, 
has already visited the site. 
Current professional fighters 
based in the United States are 
expected to make the trip as 
well once doors are opened.

Many fighters are attracted 
by the level of Muay Thai train-
ing a Thailand-based camp 
can provide. Coupled with the 
AKA brand and curriculum, 
choosing Phuket to prepare for 
fights might be a no brainer.

“Because of the fight culture 
in Thailand, it really gives you 
a lot of motivation and insight 
into what it takes,” Swick says, 
“[AKA has] built a winning 
entity in MMA and has proven 
it time and time again. This will 
be one of the most complete 
fight clubs in the world and 
I’m honoured to be the one to 
bring it global.”

For more information, visit 
akathailand.com or facebook.
com/akathailandgym
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     Pebble Pools is a Thai company, trained and certi�ed by 
Pebble Technology, Inc to install high quality and long-lasting 
pool �nishes that replace the use of tile throughout Thailand.
        We will remove your old and broken pool tile and replace it 
with Pebble Tec® to make your pool look brand new or install 
Pebble Tec® to your newely constucted pool.
        Pebble Tec is a smooth natural �nish with no unsightly grout-
lines and creates beautiful natural looking ocean blue water.
        We also do rock features such as waterfalls out of natural or 
imitation river rock and can design or help you design a natural 
looking pool and or spa.
        With Pebble Tec® you can design your pool in any free form 
shape you desire because Pebble Tec® makes beautiful rounded 
corners unlike tile.

      Pebble Technology,Inc. is worldwide company 
with over 30 years of experience and they stand 
behind their product with a 5 years warranty on 
material and workmanship. 

Special 25% discount ends this month


