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10.5km Event
Marcus Ong 00:36:24
Anan Promsenee 00:37:13
Stepuen Paine 00:38:32

Half Marathon 21.6km Event
Jackson Kibet Kenei 01:15:55
Riza Ahmed 01:19:05
Chris McCormack 01:20:14

Full Marathon 42.195km Event
Chikara Yanada 02:52:26
Settawut Thanaaeknithiwat 02:56:32
Panoom Khansamoon 03:00:29

Top Results at 9th Laguna Phuket International Marathon:

Top runners come alive at Laguna 
Phuket International Marathon
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Even though 5,200 runners 
were all pacing to the fin-
ish line, Sunday’s (June 8) 

Laguna Phuket International Mara-
thon saw every kind of story under 
the sun – from the back-to-back 
Olympic hopeful to the Ironman 
runner, to Chikara Yanada’s first 
marathon win.

The Japanese native, who cel-
ebrated his 30th birthday as this goes 
to press, celebrated the final days 
of his 20s by winning the event in 
two hours and 52 seconds (2:52:56), 
almost a full four minutes ahead 
of second place finisher Settawut 
Thanaaeknithiwat (2:56:32).

“This race is special for me be-
cause it’s the last race in my 20s,” 
Chikara said. “I prepared for this 
with early morning runs. I work in 
Mumbai and it is very tough, it’s 
similar weather to here but humidity 
makes it very difficult.

Meanwhile, decorated Kenyan 
runner Jackson Kibet Kenei com-
pleted his half marathon victories 
– in an almost identical time as 
last year (1:15:55) – with a first 
place finish for the second year in 
a row. The Olympic hopeful has 
had a busy two weeks as he came 
in second in both a 10.5km run last 
week in Bangkok and a full 42.2km 
marathon on May 25 at the Haad 
Yai International Marathon.

Jackson finished five seconds 
ahead of two-time Ironman world 
champ Chris “Macca” McCormack, 
who was in a sprint race with Riza 
Ahmed and Adul Thongsamood to 
the finish line. McCormack, who 
finished third (1:20:14), was fresh 
off his win at the 70.3 Ironman 
Japan last Sunday (June 1). He also 
won both the Sprint and Olympic 
distance events at Binton Tritahlon 
in Indonesia just two weeks ago.

“How cool is it that you’re run-
ning your marathon, and Macca is 
coming along the other side and 
high-fives you saying, ‘Hey Garry, 
how are you, keep going’. He’s a top 
athlete in the world,” said Garry 
Holden, radio host of Saturday 
Lunchbox on Live 89.5.

In the background was Whitt 
Raymond, the voice of marathons 
and triathlons in Asia who has been 
the MC of the Laguna Phuket Inter-

national Marathon for several years. 
The American kept things moving 
along and seemingly knew all the 
athletes who crossed the finish line.

“[Raymond] has the same energy 
for the last runner as he had for 
the first one who crosses the finish 
line. That’s very special. Having 
a good voice for the event, a good 
announcer, really makes a world 
of difference. He’s a true legend of 
the sport in Asia,” said organiser 
Roman Floesser.

Fluent in Japanese, Raymond’s 
language skills came in handy in an 
event full of hundreds of competitors 
from the Far East. Chikara cited this 
as one of the reasons he will bring 
several of his compatriots to join 
in the Laguna Phuket International 
Marathon next year.

“It’s good people, good atmo-
sphere, a good MC who speaks 
Japanese very well. I want to intro-
duce my friends in Japan to come 
here and run. I have to come back 
with them,” Chikara said.  

Youth athletes tackle 10.5K with 
teacher at Laguna Marathon

AT 9AM, HUNDREDS OF 
kids lined up to run in the 2km 
event at the Laguna Phuket 
International Marathon on 
Sunday (June 8). Everyone 
except Finn De Bruin.

The 12-year-old chose to 
compete in the 10.5km run, a 
field that included his teacher 
Michelle Hossack. 

An accomplished athlete, 
the British International School 
Phuket instructor set the world 
record in the 300m hurdles in 
the masters age group (50-54) 
earlier this year in Australia.

Both runners, alongside 
15-year-old Soda, managed 
to tackle the event in under 
an hour. In fact, De Bruin 
(52:20) came in 11 seconds 
behind Mrs Hossack (52:09).

“I saw you cross the finish 
line. You were right in front 

of me,” De Bruin told Mrs 
Hossack after the event. 

“For me, [the 2km race] 
wouldn’t be hard enough so 
I wanted to push myself with 
the 10.5km,” he said.

Just seconds after both 
runners crossed the finish 
line, his teacher’s knees went 
wobbly. Mrs Hossack was led 
to a wheelchair but sat only 
a few moments. The veteran 
set a furious pace in the final 
3km of the event and it caught 
up with her.

“I just have two speeds: go 
and stop,” she said, “I pushed 
it and collapsed at the line,” 
she said, laughing it off.  

Half marathon winner Jackson Kibet Kenei, marathon winner Chikara Yanada and 10.5km winner Marcus Ong.


