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FOOTBALL

Transfer news: World Cup 
bears fruit for Euro clubs

Every four years, the 
World Cup uncovers 
football’s biggest hid-

den gems. Players who were 
languishing on the bench in 
big-time clubs or, sometimes, 
without a team altogether, 
step up their game during the 
big tournament in the hopes 
of scoring an opportunity 
elsewhere. 

The 2014 World cup saw 
some of the biggest disap-
pointments (Brazil and Spain 
comes to mind) as well as 
some heartwarming cinder-
ella stories that have paid 
dividends afterwards. 

While Germany walked 
away with the World Cup 
trophy, the biggest winner is 
arguably Colombia’s James 
Rodriguez, who won the 
Golden Boot with 6 goals. For 
his efforts, he was awarded a 

transfer to Real Madrid (via 
Monaco) in a six-year deal 
worth  €89 million. 

Speaking of Real Madrid, 
they have been busy this 
off-season and were clearly 
watching the World Cup. 
Costa Rican goalkeeper Key-
lor Navas, who played su-

perbly for Spanish also-rans 
Levante the past few seasons 
and dazzled in the ‘Group of 
Death’ this year, was signed 
by the Galacticos for €10 mil-
lion in a six-year deal.

The World Cup also 
changed the for tunes of 
Southampton of the Eng-

lish Premier League. Four of 
their players have transferred, 
three to Liverpool (England’s 
Adam Llallana and Rickie 
Lambert as well as Croatian 
Dejam Lovren) while one 
(England’s Luke Shaw) has 
gone to Manchester United 
for €37 million. 

An afterthought behind 
Lionel Messi in Barcelona 
since 2011, Chilean striker 
Alexis Sanchez was a threat 
to score everytime he had 
the ball during the World 
Cup. This earned him a €43 
million transfer to Arsenal, 
where he will be joined by 

fellow World Cup standout 
Matheiu Debuchy of France. 

Few knew that Mexican 
goalkeeper Guillermo Ochoa 
– who conceded only one 
goal during the group stage 
of the World Cup and was 
named “Man of the Match” 
twice – had no club contract. 
He played his final match for 
French Ligue 2 team Ajaccio 
just weeks before. 

Afterwards, however, he 
was signed by Malaga of the 
Spanish La Liga, finally able 
to compete amongst the big 
boys where he belongs.

These are not the only 
players to climb the hierarchy 
of the European club ladder 
due to their play in the World 
Cup. France’s Loic Remy 
left QPR while Belgium’s 
Divock Origi transferred out 
of Lille, both of whom joined 
Liverpool. Ecuador’s Enner 
Valencia left Mexican club 
Pachuca for the bright lights 
of EPL’s West Ham United. 

Fortunes can change in as 
quickly as three weeks. 

Mexican goalkeeper Guillermo Ochoa, who was a free agent during the World Cup, signed with Malaga of Spain’s 
La Liga after he conceded just one goal during the group stages and named “Man of the Match” twice. Photo: Flickr


