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Tennis’ new breed 
prepares in Phuket

DESPITE HER RANK AS 
the 36th best female tennis 
player in the world, Bojana 
Jovanovski is still learning 
how to cope with the physical 
stresses that top-level tennis 
has on her body.

The 21-year-old Serbian is 
preparing for her next Grand 
Slam event, the Australian 
Open in January, and has 
taken up yoga and massage 
sessions to help with recovery 
during her training camp at 
the Thanyapura Sports and 
Leisure Club in Thalang. 

“I want to be injury free, 
as this year I was often in-
jured,” she says. 

Jovanovski hopes that her 
five week Phuket training 
camp will help her improve 
upon last year’s fourth round 
finish on the plexicushion 
surface of the Ausralian Open.

“I like grass. I like faster 
surfaces because my game is 
pretty aggressive and I like to 

score points quickly,” she says.
Jovanovski has already 

earned over US$1.2 million 
and two WTA titles in her 
brief career. She plans to 
compete in two small regional 
tournaments in Asia to pre-
pare for the January Grand 
Slam event.

Along with immense tal-
ent, her intense work ethic 
– including more than five 
hours of training a day at 

Thanyapura – is the reason 
for her success, as seen at the 
Uzbekistan Tashkent Open in 
September, when she played 
seven games in eight days to 
win the event.

“Talent is nothing, it is 
maybe 5 per cent of every-
thing,” she says, “I never was 
talented but I just worked hard 
and was positive and believed 
in myself even when it was 
difficult.”

Serbian tennis star Bojana Jovanovski is currently ranked 
36 in the world and has two WTA titles under her belt. 

Zubair Tuhogov will make 
his UFC debut in February.

UFC taps island talent

Several current and for-
mer Phuketians will 
be making their UFC 

debut in the early part of 2014, 
starting with a January 4 event 
in Singapore.

Mairbek Taisumov, Zou-
bair Tuhogov, Will “The Kill” 
Chope, and Danny “Aranha” 
Mitchell have all recently 
signed contracts with the 
UFC, considered the premier 
promotion in the world of 
mixed martial arts. 

Taisumov and Tuhogov are 
mainstays in Russian MMA 
promotions and have been 
training out of Phuket’s Tiger 
Muay Thai and MMA Training 
Camp, working primarily with 
UFC veteran Roger Huerta.

The Austrian-born Taisu-
mov (20-4) will be fighting 
in a lightweight bout on the 
January 4 card against Tae 
Hyun Bang (16-7), while feath-
erweight Tuhogov (15-3) is 
scheduled for the February 15 
event in Brazil against Thiago 
Tavares (18-5-1). 

“I think they’re going to 
be really impressive and are 
going to open up a lot of 

people’s eyes,” Huerta says, 
“in the end they’ll be fighting 
for the title, that’s the goal.”

Tuhogov, a 22-year-old 
former Russian Combat Sambo 
champion, is also a seasoned 

striker with several TKO wins 
on his record.

Taisumov is a highly 
regarded prospect who has 
avenged several of the losses 
on his record. He even has a 
win over a top Russian con-
tender, forcing a submission 
through leg kicks. 

“The sky’s the limit for this 
kid, he’s got all of the tools 
that make a great champion,” 
Huerta says, “He’s strong, 
talented, and his work ethic 
is through the roof.”

Billed as the “world’s tall-
est featherweight” because of 
his 193 cm frame, Chope is 
a 23-year-old who originally 
came to Phuket three years 

ago and has since taken on 
fights in several different 
disciplines, culminating in his 
current 14-fight win streak. 

He will take on Max Hol-
loway (7-3) on January 4 in 
Singapore, who has six fights 
in the UFC though he is com-
ing off of back-to-back losses. 

Mitchell, a former Tiger 
Muay Thai MMA team mem-
ber, will make his UFC debut 
on March 8 at the 02 Arena in 
London against Igor Araujo 
(24-6-1). 

The Briton is coming off 
back-to-back stoppage wins, 
including a second round 
submission victory over UFC 
veteran Besam Yousef.

49ers head to playoffs 
in Candlestick farewell

NAVORRO BOWMAN’S 
interception return for a touch-
down sealed San Francisco’s 
34-24 win over Atlanta last 
Monday (December 23), 
clinching an NFL playoff spot 
for the 49ers in their farewell 
to Candlestick Park.

The 49ers almost wasted 
a chance to punch their post-
season ticket, and the underdog 
Falcons almost spoiled what 
was supposed to be a celebra-
tory send-off to Candlestick in 
the last regular-season game 
to be held there.

There’s still a remote 
chance the 49ers could host 
a playoff game, but they’ll 

need plenty of other results 
to fall their way and give fans 
one more look at them in the 
stadium where they’ve played 
since 1971.

Candlestick Park – known 
for the fickle wind and fog 
blowing off San Francisco 
Bay – opened in 1960 as 
the home of baseball’s San 
Francisco Giants. It became 
home to the 49ers in 1971 
and served as the home field 
for five Super Bowl winning 
49er teams.

The stadium is slated for 
demolition in a year.

The Giants moved out in 
1999 and the 49ers are set to 
move into a new US$1.2 bil-
lion (B39. 2 billion) stadium in 
Santa Clara next season. AFP


