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Most running events 
take place in the 
wee hours of the 

morning with serious athletes 
pumping their chests after the 
finish line. 

Almost the exact opposite 
is expected to take place at the 
Phuket International Night 
Run on November 1 as organ-
isers emphasise the unique-
ness of running through the 
brightly-lit streets of Phuket 
Old Town. 

The event, which will 
include an 11.2 km mini-
marathon and a 5.5 km fun 
run, will start at Saphan Hin 
Stadium through to Phuket 
Old Town and back (from 
10pm to midnight). 

Bhummikitti Ruktaengam, 
one of the organisers of the 
event and a runner himself, 
told The Phuket News that the 
Phuket International Night 
Run is simply a unique way 
to get more tourists and local 
residents to check out the town 
which is often neglected for 
the nightlife near the island’s 
beaches.

“People want the best ex-

Unique twists to
Phuket night run

perience,” he says, “this is 
a way to promote cultural 
tourism, sport, and Phuket 
Town through a unique and 
creative experience.”

Pouring out of his love for 
the sport and Phuket Town, 
Mr Bhummikitti has already 
approached tourism associa-
tions, local administations, 
and hospitality groups around 
the island’s beach towns to 
coordinate a way to promote 
the event and transport tour-
ists who would be interested. 

“I already know, as a run-
ner, that the tourist runners 

will come. It’s just a matter of 
getting to Phuket Town. We 
want to make sure that they 
come and go back safely,” he 
says, adding that he expects 
about 800 total runners for 
this first event.

In a unique twist, the event 
will feature five photo stations 
for runners to take a “selfie” 
picture. Participants who take 
photos at least three out of the 
five stations, and upload onto 
Facebook with the hashtag 
#Phuketnightrun, will receive 
a free print out of one of their 
photos at the finish line. 

“But they must cross the 
finish line,” Mr Bhummikitti 
says with a smile. 

Par t icipants can also 
choose their own bib number 
for a small fee, with proceeds 
going towards educational 
charities around Phuket.

“I’m sure if this year is 
successful, this can become 
an annual event in the future,” 
he says.

For more information on 
the event or to register, visit 
Phuketnightrun.com. Class 
Act Media is a proud sponsor.

M U AY  T H A I  S T A R  
Buakaw Banchamek claimed 
last week that he left the ring 
before the end of Saturday’s 
fight (October 11) because he 
had been treated badly. 

Buakaw’s bout against 
Germany’s Enriko Kehl in the 
70kg division of the K-1 World 
Max Final in Pattaya ended in 
a draw after three rounds. Ac-
cording to the rules, a fourth 
round was needed to determine 
the winner, but Buakaw and his 
team left the venue at the end 
of the third and final round. 
Kehl was declared the winner 
in Buakaw’s absence.

“I wanted to protect the 
reputation of muay Thai,” 
Buakaw told a press confer-
ence at his Banchamek Gym, 
claiming there were changes 
to the rules which put him at a 
disadvantage, and he thought 
he won the contest.

“I am sure the fans also 
thought I won,” said Buakaw, a 
two-time K-1 Max champion.

“I decided before the fight 

I was treated badly, 
grumbles Buakaw

that I would leave the venue 
immediately after three rounds 
because I was not happy with 
the change to the rules.

“It was my own decision. 
This had nothing to do with 
my manager or my corner men.

Buakaw had earlier claimed 
online betting might have 
influenced the outcome. But 
when pressed by reporters, he 
refused to discuss the matter. 
He said he would continue 
fighting in K-1 because he is 
under contract with K-1 Global 
Holdings, the worldwide or-
ganiser of the sport.

“K-1 makes me famous 
worldwide,” Buakaw said.

“I will honour my contract 
which expires at the end of next 
year but we need to discuss 
details.” Ned Kuruc, of K-1 
Global Holdings, said that he 
was willing to hold talks with 
Buakaw to discuss his contract.

“I don’t want to make any 
accusations against Buakaw,” 
he said.

“We need information from 
him. Buakaw is still regarded 
as a K-1 legend and we need 
time to talk.” Bangkok Post

AUSTR ALIAN RUGBY 
league superstar Jar ryd 
Hayne on Wednesday (Oc-
tober 15) dropped a bomb-
shell by quitting the code to 
pursue an NFL career in the 
United States.

Just days af ter being 
named in Australia’s squad 
for the Four Nations tourna-
ment, Hayne announced he 
was leaving the Parramatta 

Australian rugby league player Jarryd Hayne during between 
Papua New Guinea and australian Prime Minister’s XIII in 
Kokopo. Photo: Wikimedia

The Phuket International Night Run 2014 will take place November 1 starting at 10pm 
and will go through the streets of Phuket Old Town. Photo: Facebook

Australian star quits for NFL career
Eels in an unprecedented 
code swap.

“For the past 24 months 
I’ve been thinking about hav-
ing a crack in the NFL, and 
over the last 12 months I’ve 
been seriously considering 
it,” Hayne said in a statement 
on the club’s website.

“Today I can officially 
announce that I will be head-
ing to the United States to 
pursue an opportunity to play 
American Football.”

The team he was joining 

was not mentioned, but the 
26-year-old fullback recently 
visited the reigning Super 
Bowl champions Seat tle 
Seahawks.

He said he was immedi-
ately withdrawing from the 
Australian squad for the Four 
Nations tournament, with the 
Kangaroos due to face New 
Zealand on October 25.

“It’s always been a dream 
of mine to play in the NFL, 
and at my age, this is my one 
and only chance at having 

a crack at playing there,” 
Hayne said.

“I’m excited about the 
potential opportunities that 
lie ahead. I’ve known the 
deadline has been looming 
for me to make this call, 
and I believe the right time 
is now.”

He added that he had 
agreed a lifetime deal with 
Parramatta so that, should 
he return to rugby league, 
it would only be with the 
Eels. AFP


